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Jan and Caryl Panman run Château Rives-Blanques 
here up a windy road with great views across to the snowy 
slopes of the Pyrenees hence the property’s name. Their 
Cuvée de l'Odyssée (a), from Chardonnay, is a lovely 
soft, easy wine with good oak and fruit. Their Mauzac 

(b) is a brilliant example of 
what can be achieved using an 
obscure local grape variety - it 
is terrific.

The journey from 
Carcassonne to the 
Mediterranean follows the 
Aude Valley with Minervois 
on the north side and 
Corbières to the south. 
Much good wine comes from 
this area which is often just 

declared as ‘Pays d’Oc’ or even as ‘Vin de France’. This 
allows the producer greater freedom of what they can 
grow while still showing a grape variety and vintage. It 
took a long time for France to catch up with the New 
World but to a large extent they have, and this is one 
area which really has benefitted from the new rules. 
Viognier is a variety which is now widely planted both 
here and further up the coast towards Sète, and the big 
Foncalieu co-operative just outside Carcassonne does 
an excellent job combining the exotic peachy fruit of the 
grape with good freshness to give balance in their  
Petite Vigne Viognier (c). Another grape variety doing 
very well in its native France is Malbec. Originally from 
Bordeaux and the South-West (there is actually a small 
amount in Tanners Claret at the moment), it was best 
known for Cahors until its huge success in Argentina. 

Languedoc-Roussillon

Foncalieu vineyards, just outside the walled city of Carcassonne

Château Rives-Blanques 
Chardonnay, Cuvée de 
l'Odyssée, Limoux (a)
This showpiece wine is fermented 
and matured in French oak. 
Burgundian and silky in style. 13%
Bin No: FW02816 
£14.50

Château Rives-Blanques, 
Cuvée Occitania Mauzac (b)
Lovely and creamy with peach 
and apricot and a touch of vanilla. 
13%
Bin No: FW05716 
£14.50  £12.95 special offer

La Petite Vigne Viognier, IGP 
Pays d'Oc (c)
Aromatic and fresh wine with a 
lovely peach and apple blossom 
character. 12.5%
Bin No: FW06616 
£7.95

This area covers much of south-east France from the 
ancient walled city of Carcassonne, across the Pyrenees 

foothills to Perpignan and the Spanish border and up 
the Mediterranean coast to the Rhône delta. One of the 
best areas for white wines in this region is Limoux, up in 
the hills just south of Carcassonne. Sparkling wine is the 
main thing here, but the still whites (using Chardonnay, 
Chenin and the local Mauzac grape) are excellent and full 
of flavour, with the clay/limestone soil and the altitude 
combining to good effect to give freshness and weight. 

The team at Château Rives-Blanques, owned by Jan 
Panman (centre) and wife Caryl (behind camera!)

Recommended in
The Independent, 

The Telegraph 
Magazine 

& Decanter
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It’s now found its way back and is being grown very 
successfully in this region as shown by the full, chocolaty 
fruit of the Martinfort Malbec (d). 

Corbières is a big appellation with vineyards on the 
valley floor and in the hillsides, but also way up in the 
foothills of the Pyrenees. This is challenging and very 
beautiful countryside with rivers, deep valleys and windy 
plateaus. Here is the small co-operative of Embres-et- 
Castelmaure which, under the leadership of Patrick de 
Marien and Bernard Puyo, makes wonderful quality-
driven wines with good, rich fruit, smooth and rounded. 
The wines here, including Le Rouge Vigneron (e), 
really seem to remind you of the 
countryside with their soft fruit and 
herby character.

Close to the Spanish border 
and Perpignan is the region of 
Roussillon. Previously mainly a 
producer of sweet wines and basic 
table wines, this region (and some 
of the surrounding hillside area) is 
now one of the most exciting in the 
whole of France with many growers 
making complex and innovative 
wines. Brother and sister, Véronique 
and Pierre Boudau run the family 
estate based in the town of Rivesaltes 
making  excellent, full-bodied reds 
mainly from Grenache such as Le 
Clos (f ), and you can still get some 
sweet Grenache if you want a good 
alternative to Port.

Moving north again you come to 
the town of Narbonne and, beyond 
here, the sloping foothills of the 
Montagne Noire. There are lots of 
excellent villages and vineyards here 

which are a source of many of our own label wines. 
Saint-Chinian and Minervois are excellent areas for Syrah 
as shown in the soft and spicy fruit of Tanners’ exclusive 
Rémi and Jérôme Syrah (g). 

We tweaked the blend of another Tanners exclusive, La 
Cabane Rouge (h), recently to feature only two grape 
varieties and to include a bit of wine from older vines. 
We’ve been delighted with the response and it truly does 
have a Rhône style, being a blend of 50 percent each of 
Syrah and Grenache. 

White wines are also produced where the soils and 
microclimates are more suitable and this is a source of 
Tanners Sauvignon (i), made by renowned winemaker 
François Lurton. François selects parcels from vineyards 
towards the Mediterranean giving a rounder, fuller style 
of Sauvignon than the more grassy style you’d find from 
further north. Tanners Chardonnay (j) is also from 
this area and has just 
a small amount of 
oaked wine included 
to give it texture and 
softness rather than 
any obvious oaky 
character. So too 
is Tanners Merlot 
(k) which has won 
many fans with its 
deliciously juicy, 
plummy character.

Martinfort Malbec,  
Sélection Belles Vignes (d)
Packed full of ripe black cherry and 
blackberry fruit flavours and a hint 
of spice.13%
Bin No: FR09716 
£8.20  £7.20 special offer

Le Rouge Vigneron, 
Castelmaure, Corbières (e)
Full of juicy fruit, soft and easy 
style with herby weight and just 
a touch of tannin on the finish. 
13.5% 
Bin No: FR10616 
£9.95 

Domaine Boudau, Le Clos, 
Côtes du Roussillon (f)
Big, ripe red with a deep, dark 
colour and a supple finish. 14%
Bin No: FR08017 
£11.90   £10.20 special offer

The view from Caves de Castelmaure in Corbières

Guillaume and Marie-Claude 
Bascou of Condamine L'Evêque 
make a fine, refreshing Picpoul

Rémi & Jérôme Syrah, IGP 
Pays d'Oc (g)
Soft, juicy and full of warm, spicy 
Syrah fruit, with flavours on the of 
blackberries and damsons. 13%
Bin No: FR01816 
£8.30

La Cabane Reserve, 
Grenache/Syrah, IGP Pays 
d'Oc (h)
A soft and easy-going red, ripe with 
just a touch of spice. 13.5%
Bin No: FR00417 
£7.70 

Tanners Sauvignon,  
IGP Pays d'Oc (i)
Grassy aromas, crisp gooseberry, 
tropical fruit and juicy acidity. 12%
Bin No: FW01917  £8.95

Recommended in
The Sunday  

Times

NEW

“Delicious HHHHH” 
Customer Review
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Heading north again, up in the hills 
behind Béziers, is the appellation of 
Faugères. 

Like many growers in this area and 
neighbouring appelations, Frédéric 
Albaret of Domaine Saint Antonin 
has converted to organic viticulture. 
The climate here is relatively easy 
so, as Frédéric says, there is really no 
reason not to. His Les Jardins cuvée 
(l), with its soft and forward fruit, is 
one of the best value wines that we 
list, but the slightly more structured 
Cazalet (m) is also tremendous. 

Continuing the organic theme we 
move north of Montpellier to find 
Pierre Clavel. Originally Pierre’s 
vineyards were mainly on the stony 
Grès de Montpellier terroir but 
these were mostly rented and have 
returned to their original owners 
so he has switched to Pic St-Loup 
with no loss of quality and a deep 
commitment to organic production. 
His Le Mas (n) is packed with vivid 
strawberry flavours and bags of wild 
herbs on the nose.

The big white wine success story 
in recent years has been Picpoul 
de Pinet, from an area just north 
of Béziers and close to the sea. The 
main town here is Pézenas, twinned 
with Shropshire’s Market Drayton! 
The wines are dry, light and fresh 
with an attractive saline touch and 
are the perfect accompaniment to 
seafood. Our old friend Guillaume 
Bascou at Condamine L’Evêque 
(o) makes a very fine and typical 
example. In Pic St-Loup, Régis 
Valentin at Château de Lancyre 
makes white ‘La Rouvière’ (p) 
in a contrasting style blending 
Roussanne, Marsanne and Viognier 
grapes. This is a Rhône-inspired 
white, so is soft and round with good 
creamy fruit.

Tanners Chardonnay,  
IGP Pays d'Oc (j)
Juicy and elegant with ripe pear and 
a touch of buttery oak. 13%
Bin No: FW02416 
£8.20 or £6.95 when you buy 6

Tanners Merlot,  
IGP Pays d'Oc (k)
Deliciously soft with lots of juicy 
plummy flavours and a spot of oak. 
Super. 13%   
Bin No: FR00817 
£7.95 or £6.70 when you buy 6

Faugères, Les Jardins, 
Domaine Saint Antonin (l)
Liquorice and herb flavours with 
plenty of soft fruit and ripe tannins 
balanced with lovely freshness. 14%
Bin No: FR10117 
£9.95 £8.95 special offer

Faugères, Cazalet, Domaine 
Saint Antonin (m)
Wonderfully fruity and juicy 
style with cherry and raspberry 
fruit, soft and vibrant. 14.5%
Bin No: FR10217  £12.70

Le Mas, Domaine Clavel, 
Coteaux du Languedoc (n)
A herby wine with intense 
strawberry and ripe bramble fruits. 
Scrumptious! 13.5%
Bin No: FR08316 
£11.95 

Picpoul de Pinet, G Bascou, 
Domaine La Condamine 
L'Evêque (o)
Fine elegant style with attractive 
floral fruit and good weight. 13%
Bin No: FW07517
£9.95

Vines at Domaine Saint Antonin in Faugères

Château de Lancyre Blanc, 
La Rouvière, Coteaux du 
Languedoc (p)
Aromatic and fresh with lemony 
notes alongside peach and mango 
flavours.13.5%
Bin No: FW06215 
£13.20  £11.50 special offer

'This is the land of Cathars, scented garrigue and so 
many wonderful wines to explore.'

“Great red wine, fruity and smooth 
HHHHH” 

Customer Review

NEW
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The South-West
This area, roughly south and east of Bordeaux 

to the Spanish border, produces a great range 
of wines in varying styles although in recent years 
it has been the crisp, fresh, dry whites which have 
experienced the greatest success.

The biggest producer in the region is the Plaimont co-
operative at Saint-Mont which was one of the pioneers in 
finding a market for the white wines which are the basis for 
Armagnac. The fresh, crisp style made here has become a 
blueprint for dry whites virtually throughout the world and 
made grape varieties such as Colombard (q) well known 
for making enjoyable, uncomplicated, easy-to-drink wines. 
Reds in this area always used to be a bit of a challenge 
and require long ageing to soften them, particularly those 
from the forbidding sounding Tannat grape variety which 
is the main constituent of Madiran. One grower, Patrick 
Ducournau, came up with a system of softening tannic 
wines by passing oxygen through them and this system is 
now widely used to temper varieties such as Tannat. A good 
example of this modern style is the 1907 Madiran (r) from 
Plaimont which has all the big fruit flavours and plenty of 
body that you would expect, but is soft enough to drink 
straight away.

A bit further north, and really an extension of Bordeaux, 
is Bergerac, situated around the River Dordogne. On an 
escarpment overlooking the town of Bergerac is Château 
Le Fagé run by the Gérardin family where they make a 
grassy, aromatic Sauvignon (s) with real varietal typicity, 
and a soft an easy red from Merlot (t). These are not 
complicated wines and are well priced with good fruit and 
balance.

In the Marché

Madiran, 1907, Vignerons du Madiran (r)
Dense, deeply coloured and richly flavoured from 
the Tannat grape. A great new find. 13.5%
Bin No: FR10812 
£12.50  £10.50 special offer

Château Le Fagé Sauvignon Blanc, 
Bergerac Sec (s)
Elegant Sauvignon, all elderflower, crispness and 
grassy, herbaceous fruit. Super for summer. 13.5%
Bin No: FW02017 
£9.30  £7.90 special offer

Château Le Fagé Merlot, Bergerac Rouge (t)
Soft, round and filled with juicy red fruit flavours. 
Nicely structuredand absolutely no oak. 14.5%
Bin No: FR04316
£9.40

Colombard, IGP Côtes de Gascogne, 
Producteurs Plaimont (q)
Gorgeously zingy and fruity 10.5%  
Bin No: FW03117 £7.70

Benoit Gérardin of Château Le Fagé overlooking Bergerac

In the marché

“Zesty, refreshing, fridge door white” 
Terry Kirby, The Independent
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All offers are subject to availability and expire on 
Sunday 9th September 2018

The area east of the Rhône delta is Provence, 
which has been best known recently for its 

rosé wines, in a pale and delicate style which has 
led to imitators not just from France but the rest 
of the world too. 

There is much more beyond this though, and one of the 
best regions is Bandol, on the coast between Marseilles 
and Toulon. Mourvèdre is the main grape variety here and 
in the past some of the wines have needed a bit of time 
to come round. We selected Domaine le Galantin (u) 
because the reds are in a softer style and can be drunk on 
release while style maintaining the big, full-bodied style. 
The estate is run by brother and sister Céline and Jérôme 
Pascal, building on the work of their father who began the 
estate in 1972. 

Provence

Bandol, Le Galantin (u)
After 18 months in barrel, this is a wine with 
great depth. 13.5% 

Bin No: FR04212   
£15.95  £14.00 special offer  

Céline and Jérôme Pascal create a superb Bandol at Domaine Le Galantin

Languedoc Reds Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
Le Rouge Vigneron, Castelmaure, Corbières (e)
Le Mas, Domaine Clavel, Coteaux du Languedoc (n)
Faugères, Cazalet, Domaine Saint Antonin (m)

£62 saving £7.20 against full price 
      

Bin No: 
ZS2069K

Languedoc Whites Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
Château Rives-Blanques Chardonnay, Cuvée de l'Odyssée (a)
Château de Lancyre Blanc, La Rouvière (p)
Picpoul de Pinet,  Domaine La Condamine L'Evêque  (o)

£66 saving £9.30 against full price 

Bin No: 
ZS2070K 

Taste of Southern France Dozen 
3 bottles each of:
La Petite Vigne Viognier, IGP Pays d'Oc (c) 
Tanners Sauvignon, IGP Pays d'Oc (i)
Rémi & Jérôme Syrah, IGP Pays d'Oc (g)
Château Le Fagé Merlot, Bergerac Rouge (t)

£95 saving £8.80 against full price 

      

Bin No: 
ZS2068K 

'Full-bodied and richly flavoured, revealing a smooth and 
generous texture on the palate, while there are some 

spice notes to complement the red berry fruit' 
Decanter, September 2017

Mixed Cases


