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Th e family of Roger, based in the 
little village of Bué just to the south 
of the town of Sancerre, can trace 
their vine growing history back 
to the 17th century but it was in 
the 1970s when Jean-Max started 
to expand the family’s then four 
hectare holding to today’s current 
holding of 26 Ha. Joined by two 
of his sons, Etienne and Th ibault 
in 2004, this is a very impressive 
operation, producing archetypal 
wines. Th eir Cuvée Marne & 
Caillottes (1) is a perfect blend of 
the classic mineral and citrus notes 
with a little more body from the 
Marne, or Marl, soil. Th ey also have 
a small holding in nearby Menetou-
Salon (2) of some fi ve Ha. Menetou 

is considered to be the best of the 
satellite regions of Sancerre. Th e 
wines are very similar in style, 
as the Roger’s Le Petit Clos ably 
demonstrates.

Just a few kilometres away in 
the pretty village of Chaudoux the 
Dezat family can date their origins 
in the wine trade even further back, 
to the 1550s. Th e eponymous André 
Dezat took over control in the late 
1940s, but today the company is 
run by his grandsons Firmin and 
Arnould. Th eir Sancerre (3) is a 
delight showing all the varietal 
character with a gentle fl oral note as 
well. As is common in the region, 
the Dezats also have holdings in the 
neighbouring region of Pouilly-

Fumé. Th e soils in this, the Central 
Vineyard’s other star village, have 
a higher concentration of silex or 
fl int; it may be autosuggestion 
but this seems to impart a slightly 
smoky gunfl int note to the wines! 
Th e Domaine Th ibault (4) is oh so 
typical.

In the village of Pouilly-sur-
Loire, father and son, Alain and 
Jérôme Pabiot represent the 4th 
and 5th generations of the family 
to make wine here. In their small 
cellars beneath the family house 
they produce an impressive range 
of wines but the star in our eyes 
has always been their Domaine 
Fines Caillottes (5), which is a very 
expressive example, showing all the 
hallmarks of wines from this region.

In the Top Trumps of family 
history it is hard to beat that of 
Château de Tracy which has been 
in the same family since the 14th 

Sancerre 
    and the Upper Loire
Arguably the most sought after wines, from this most diverse of 

 regions, come from the Upper Loire or Central Vineyards (so 
called as they are central in France rather than in the Loire). Today 
the wines of Sancerre have an international reputation for quality. Th e 
white wines are made exclusively from the Sauvignon Blanc grape, 
centred around the small, pretty hilltop town of Sancerre on the left 
bank of the Loire. Th e pale chalky soils that predominate in the region 
are perfect for this grape, allowing the wines to express the succulent 
herbaceous character for which they are world-renowned.

Pouilly-Fumé, 
Domaine Thibault, 
André Dezat 2016 (4)
A distinctive, dry, smoky 
wine with beautiful 
balance. 
Bin No: LW01316 £16.95

Sancerre, Cuvée Marnes 
& Caillottes, Jean-Max 
Roger 2016 (1)
Th is fantastic Sancerre 
is dry, concentrated and 
aromatic. STAR WINE! 
Bin No: LW00916 £17.70

Menetou-Salon, 
Morogues, Le Petit Clos, 
Jean-Max Roger 2015 (2)
Th e dry, fresh character of 
this wine makes it an ideal 
wine to accompany seafood. 
Bin No: LW00815 £15.50

Sancerre,  André Dezat 
et Fils 2017  (3) 
Fine Sancerre, bone dry 
with a great depth of 
mineral and herbacous fruit.
Bin No: LW01017
£16.50  special offer £13.95

At André Dezat, Sancerre
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Muscadet
Muscadet - the ultimate seafood wine from 

France’s Atlantic coast! Th is region has been 
long overlooked, but a new generation of growers, 
who have had formal training and travelled the 
vinous globe, have gradually taken over and a quiet 
revolution has occurred!

Superb with Shellfi sh
Muscadet is a clean, crisp wine with juicy acidity, the perfect 
foil for oysters from the French coast; Drouet's fi ne example 
(8) is just that. 

Above this category sits the superior Muscadet de Sèvre et 
Maine appellation – two tributaries of the Loire, where yields 
are a little more controlled. Next, the all-important ‘sur lie’ 
category which means the wines are left on their sediment 
to add weight, character and a subtle spritz. Th ese are super 
wines with depth and character far beyond their price tag. 

century; today the descendants of the 
Comte d’Assay still run the estate. 
Juliette d’Assay and her brother and 
sister produce the most ethereal 
Pouilly-Fumé (6), with immense 
purity of fruit and style.

It is easy to overlook the satellite 
regions in the rush for the “names” 
but the wines of Menetou-Salon 
(mentioned above), Reuilly and 
Quincy can off er excellent value. 
We have been dealing with Pierre 
Ragon of Domaine de Trotereau 
for many years now. Th e sandier 
soils of Quincy produce slightly 
fuller, rounder wines but they are 

characterful examples of Sauvignon 
Blanc. Th e Trotereau (7) has a lovely 
gooseberry fool character.

Whichever you choose these wines 
are characterful, complex and world 
class.

The Upper Loire 
Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:

Menetou-Salon, Morogues, Le Petit 
Clos, Jean-Max Roger 2015 (2)

Sancerre, Cuvée Marnes & Cail-
lottes, Jean-Max Roger 2016 (4)

Pouilly-Fumé,  Domaine Thibault, 
André Dezat 2016 (6)

Bin No: ZS2052 £95

Pouilly-Fumé, Domaine 
des Fines Caillottes, 
Jean Pabiot 2017 (5) 
Zesty fruit and classic 
fl intiness from some of 
Pouilly's best vineyards. 
Bin No: LW01217
£16.50 special offer £14.95

Pouilly-Fumé, 
Château de Tracy 2015 (6)
Classic Pouilly-Fumé with 
elegant mineral and grassy 
asparagus fl avours. Subtle 
and aromatic with lovely 
concentration.
Bin No: LW02215 £22

Muscadet, Drouet 2017 (8)
A lovely, refreshingly crisp white with all of the 
vivacity that the Loire is famous for, and a perfect 
match for fi sh and seafood.
Bin No: LW00117  £8.50

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Sur Lie, 
Les Gautronnières, Bonnet-Huteau 2017 (10)
Fantastic, vivacious Muscadet, full of zesty white fruit 
character, some minerality, plenty of weight from 6 
months on lees (sur Lie) and organically produced. 
Bin No: LW02517  £11.50

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Sur Lie, 
Domaine de la Chauvinière 2016/17 (9)
Full of ripe fruit on the nose and palate; pears and citrus 
abound. Plenty of weight of honeyed fruit and a lovely 
slight spritz. Grown on granite soils giving added verve.
Bin No: LW02716/17  £9.50

Quincy, Domaine de 
Trotereau 2016 (7) 
A deliciously crisp, herb 
and citrus scented beauty 
from a village close by to 
Sancerre.
Bin No: LW00416 £12.95

Domaine de la Chauvinière (9) is run by Jéremie Huchet 
whose vineyards are on granite soils which give a steely 
nerve to the wines. Th e vineyards of Bonnet-Huteau are 
farmed both organically and biodynamically by brothers 
Jean-Jacques and Rémi Bonnet. Th e Gautronnières (10) is 
from a silicate clay soil which endows the wine with both 
body and elegance.
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The Muscadet Sampler 
Half Dozen 
2 bottles each of:

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Sur Lie, 
   Domaine de la Chauvinière 2016 (9)

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Granit de Château-Thébaud,
   Dom de la Chauvinière 2012 (10)

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Goulaine vieilles vignes, 
   Bonnet-Huteau 2013 (12)

Bin No: ZS2053 £75

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Granit de Château-
Thébaud, Dom de la Chauvinière 2012 (11) 
Brilliantly inviting with quince and apple aromas and 
a hint of Manuka honey, then citrus and mineral. 
Bin No: LW02812  
£14.95    special off er £13.20

Muscadet Sèvre-et-Maine, Goulaine vieilles 
vignes, Bonnet-Huteau 2013 (12)
Floral on the nose with hints of dried fruit. Bags of 
character on the palate. Big, weighty and delicious. 
Bin No: LW02613 £14.95

'...a complex and taut wine with elegant, pure fruit. 
There’s some creamy texture hidden among the mass 
of stony, linear lemon and grapefruit flavours. It’s well 
worth the price.'

Jamie Goode, The Sunday Express,  August 2017

Top Tier Muscadet
A new Crus Communaux system has been gradually 
introduced. Th e wines of this top tier represent no more 
than 2% of the region’s production but the eff ect has been 
to raise the quality of the whole area. Yields are reduced; 
the sites specifi ed according to individual soil type; and 
extended ageing on lees is practiced. Th ese wines can 
absolutely rival those of other more prestigious regions,  
having great depth, character and complexity. 

Th e Granits de Château-� ébaud (11) is from granitic 
soil where fi ssures in the rocks allow the vines’ roots to 
penetrate the earth which produces some seriously elegant 
and ethereal wines. Th e soils of the Goulaine vieilles vignes 
(12) are a little richer with clay and greenstone, giving a 
more fl oral and even dried fruit character to the wine. We 
think it is terrifi c. 

Melon de Bourgogne vines, Muscadet
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The central portion of the Loire Valley is well 
known for its châteaux; all the famous names 

such as Chambord and Chenonceau (other châteaux 
are available!) are found here. Th is region takes in 
the historic towns of Tours, Chinon, Saumur and 
Angers. 

As you move away from the Central Vineyards region 
towards Tours you are still very much in Sauvignon 
country; whilst other varieties put in an appearance it is the 
Sauvignon Blanc grape that produces the most interesting 
wines such as the terrifi c Boulay Sauvignon (13) made 
by Anne-Sophie and Frédéric Meurgey-Penet at Domaine 
Jean-Marie Penet. Juicy, herbaceous, mineral and too easy 
to drink, it is great with seafood or goat’s cheese. 

The versatile Chenin grape
As you travel closer to Tours, Chenin begins to take over 
for the whites. In the famous region of Vouvray, Château 
Gaudrelle is home to the irrepressible Alex Monmousseau 
whose Clos le Vigneau (14) is a simply stunning dry white. 
Crisp, mineral, honeyed and perfectly balanced, it makes a 
perfect match with white fi sh dishes. Heading further west 
still brings you into the sparkling wine territory of Saumur. 
La Grande Marque (15) is a classic example; made in the 
same way as champagne but from the Chenin Blanc grape, 
it is worth seeking out as an alternative to Prosecco. Th e 
journey then continues on to Angers or Anjou country 
where all styles of wine are produced but most uniquely the 
sumptuous sweet wines of Coteaux du Layon (16), also 
made from the Chenin Blanc grape. Stéphane Branchereau 
produces amazing sweet wines with beautiful purity and 
balance from tiny yields, all hand-harvested and picked 
during several passes (or ‘tris’) through the vineyard to 
select only the ripest grapes. It is a versatile wine, making a 
great apéritif or accompaniment to cheese and pâté or with 
fruity desserts.

Saumur & Th e Middle Loire

Coteaux du Layon Saint-Aubin, 
Domaine des Forges 2015 (16) 
Complex and honeyed nose gives way to lovely 
tangy pineapple fl avours. Medium sweet and 
great with fruit tarts. 
Bin No: LS00115  £19.70

Vouvray, Clos le Vigneau, 
Château Gaudrelle 2017 (14)  
A soft, smooth white which is wonderfully easy 
drinking. Delicately delicious. 
Bin No: LW02017 £14.95

Le Boulay Sauvignon de Touraine, 
Domaine Jean-Marie Penet 2017 (13)
A wonderfully rounded white, balanced by a 
satisfying lick of gooseberry acidity. 
Bin No: LW00317   
£10.90    special offer £9.40 

La Grande Marque Saumur Brut NV, 
France (15) 
Fresh and lively sparkling wine with elegant 
fruit and a good hint of maturity. A super fi zz 
for the summer!
Bin No: FI806 
£11.50   special offer £9.95 

At Domaine Jean-Marie Penet

Loire Dinner Party Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:

La Grande Marque Saumur Brut (15) 

Sancerre,  André Dezat et Fils 2017 (3)

Saumur Rouge, La Paleine 2016 (17)

Bin No: ZS2054          £70

Why not add a bottle 
of dessert wine (16) to 
complete your dining 

experience!



REMEMBER you can make up your order however 
you wish (no minimum order). Just choose whichever 
Loire bottles or Half Dozens (and indeed wines from 
the enclosed Tanners News) appeal the most!

And, if your total order is over £95, you won’t pay 
for delivery.

In the middle part of the Loire Valley, Cabernet Franc is 
king. At Domaine de la Paleine near Saumur, Laurence and 
Marc Vincent have invested hugely in this beautiful property 
and, with the help of winemaker Patrick Nivelleau, are 
producing some excellent wines. Th eir Saumur Rouge (17) 
is a veritable summer pudding of a wine, full of red and black 
berry fruit plus a spicy note and some round tannin. 

In something of a contrast, the red wines of Chinon are 
altogether more serious. At Joguet the Genet family are 
producing some beautiful wines. Les Silènes (18) is full of 
character with good blackcurrant fruit fl avours alongside 
hints of tobacco and spice. It goes really well with poultry 
dishes and also with Rillettes. Th e Pinot Noirs of Sancerre 
are quite diff erent, more ethereal and lighter is style. Th e 
Sancerre Rouge (19) from the Dezat family is a classic 
example. Elegant, juicy and full of red berry fruit lifted by 
a gentle oak spice; this is a great accompaniment to poultry 
dished or grilled meats.

Loire Red Wines
The red wines of the Loire valley are some of the most underrated in France. Winemaking techniques 

have come on leaps and bounds in recent years so, if it has been a while since you last tried one, then we 
would urge you to give them another go. 
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Chinon, Les Silènes, 
Charles Joguet 2014 (18) 
Made from the fi nest Cabernet Franc, this 
delights with its purity and simplicity. It 
off ers sumptuous raspberry character and 
great charm.
Bin No: LR00414 £15.50

Saumur Rouge, La Paleine 2016 (17) 
Charming and packed full of summery 
raspberry fruit, this wine has great character 
and a stylish fi nish. Fabulous summer red.
Bin No: LR00116                                   £11.95

Sancerre Rouge, Pinot Noir, 
André Dezat et Fils 2017  (19)
Delicate fl oral aromas, sweet raspberry 
fl avours, elegant and fresh. One of our 
favourites!
Bin No: LR00817
£16.50                           special offer £13.95 

In Chinon

All offers are subject to availability and expire on 15th July 2018


