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Chateau Haut-Monplaisir surrounded by its vineyards

INTRODUCTION

As buyers, we’re always looking to fill gaps in our range, writes 
Stephen Crosland, Tanners Purchasing Director, but only with 
wines that we think are good enough. In recent months, 
our range from the South-West of France has particularly 
benefited from a number of new listings, with Cahors in 
particular seeing a boost. Historically, far too many wines 
from the area seemed to us to be overly acidic with hard 
tannins.  We were therefore delighted to find the wines of 
Haut-Monplaisir which, grown on some of the best soils in 
the region, have masses of soft fruit and the tannins, while 
present, are ripe and fine. Staying in the southwest we also 
found the wines of Sylvain Dabadie at Domaine Laougué. 
His Pacherenc Sec is wonderfully complex with delightful 
citrus fruit flavours – not a particularly well-known wine 
but all the more worthwhile discovering. Sticking with the 
majority Gros Manseng grape theme is the Projoe from 
Plaimont. Again, it’s an interesting and complex wine, citrus 
and floral, but also with a touch of oak ageing which gives it 
a different flavour profile to the crisp and vibrant Pacherenc, 
making it full and soft. 

From the Languedoc, we have always liked the wines of 
Pierre Clavel, based near Montpellier. Changes to his 
vineyards have led to changes to the wines being produced, 
now by his sons Antoine and Martin, and we loved the ripe, 
velvety fruit of their Liura, made from Grenache and Syrah. 
A FANTASTIC Rhône-style red. 

Meanwhile, further afield, our interest was piqued with more 
esoteric additions! We have been slowly adding to our range 
of Greek wines with those from the immaculate winery of 
Skouras a particular favourite. Moscofilero with its aromatic 
style is very popular in Greece and well worth trying over 
here too! A trip to California last year just highlighted 
the wonderful and diverse range of wines being produced 
there with those of Andrew Murray a particular favourite, 
including this balanced, elegant, red-fruited Syrah which 
demonstrates perfectly the classy, modern wines being made 
here.



THE WINES

1.  Cahors,Tradition, Malbec, Château Haut-Monplaisir 2023, South of France O	 Bin No: FR12623
Attractive and juicy nose with cassis fruit leading to a juicy and fresh palate with black fruits and hints of 
hazelnut and soft tannins on the finish. This has 18 to 20 months ageing in concrete and oak so that it is soft 
and immediately drinkable. 

2.  Pacherenc du Vic-Bilh Sec, Petit & Gros Manseng, Piémont Pyrénéen, Laougué 2024, 	 Bin No: FW10224 
    South of France VO

This is a big, gentle wine with appley acidity and good weight and texture. There are floral notes on the palate 
with brioche flavours and saline notes to give balance.

3.  Saint-Mont, Projoe, Gros Manseng/Petit Courbu, Plaimont 2021, South of France V	 Bin No: FW10121
Textured and interesting wine with good citrus and floral notes on the nose, white fruits and flowers on the rich 
and full palate, with hints of spice from the oak ageing and good mineral acidity to give balance on the finish.
“An alluring and vibrant wine, showing a particular, lively expression of Saint Mont. Soft elegant and so 
drinkable, with lemon zest, crunchy pear and apple blossom over a juicy core of ripe yellow apple and quince. 
Succulent yet also so refreshing.” 92 points. Ines Salpico, Decanter Magazine, February 2024 issue

4.  Liura, Languedoc, Domaine Clavel 2023, South of France VO	 Bin No: FR14123
The Clavel family produce this interesting, herby wine north of Montpellier. Intense strawberry and bramble 
fruits with ripe juicy tannins; a marriage of wild garrigue herbs with Rhône-style flavours.

5.  Skouras Moscofilero,  Arcadia 2024, Greece	 Bin No: EW02424
Aromatic and fresh on the nose with opulent aromas of honeysuckle and citrus fruit. A lovely, limey acidity on 
the palate is complemented by an elegant finish with great length.

6.  Andrew Murray Vineyards Tous les Jours Syrah, Santa Ynez Valley 2022, California	 Bin No: UR11722
A wonderful Syrah from California, inspired by the wines of the northern Rhône valley. Full flavoured, packed 
with blackberry and cherry fruit with hints of black olive and notes of pepper.
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SYMBOLS:    v vegetarian   V vegan   O organic   B biodynamic


