
The Wines 
Bordeaux is a place where vinous miracles are created.  Each 
year you hear either of a miraculous escape thanks to a 
change in the weather, or you hear of wonderful weather 
creating a miraculous vintage! 2018 is indeed a miracle.  
The problems faced are dealt with below suffice to say, 
this was a year that was made great by good, careful wine 
making.

This is a ‘big’ vintage, with plenty of concentration and 
structure with slightly higher alcohol than last year.  
Tannins are abundant.  To achieve star quality, and plenty 
of châteaux have, they needed balance and to avoid over-
extraction.  We have tasted widely, and thoroughly, and 

can report that the châteaux we have followed, and you 
have bought from over the years, have made very fine 
wines.  They are ripe, while feeling rich and generous.  
They are mostly made for the medium-term yet will last 
pretty well too.  It is neither a Left nor a Right Bank year: 
Saint-Estèphe, Saint-Julien and Pomerol caught our eye 
but all regions have produced terrific wines at all price 
levels.  Possibly a good dollop of Cabernet Franc improved 
matters, but well-handled, well-sorted grapes were the 

key.  Winemakers had varying opinions on which vintage 
comparisons could be made, but all were convinced that 
2018 will be talked of alongside 2009, 2010, 2015 and 
2016 and high critics’ scores support this.

This updated offer shows all the wines remaining as of 
September 2019, some with press comments.

Although good we have left out the dry whites which are 
early drinking and not really suitable to buy ‘en primeur’ this 
year, and the sweet wines which, despite some late botrytis, 
are made in a much lighter, fresher style.  If you would like 
some recommendations, please give us a call.

The Weather 
It was a tough year for the vignerons.  A cold, wet spring 
gave way to a wet early summer with the vines ravaged 
by mildew. Calamitous for the biodynamic and organic 
growers who couldn’t spray, the non-organic majority were 
still affected and yields of healthy grapes were down.  The 
heatwave then struck in the second week of July, which 
gradually forced many vineyards into ‘hydric stress’ when 
the vines shut down and grapes stop growing.  Restricted 
grape size equally resulted in reduced yields.  However the 
upside was that the remaining healthy grapes became very 
concentrated and the dry, ripening period became very 
extended. The harvest, when it arrived, was prolonged, 
allowing lots of time to pick perfectly ripe grapes and to 
sort the good from the bad.  The day was saved: the vintage 
is a miracle!

 

Bordeaux 2018
En Primeur Opening Offer        
SEPTEMBER 2019 UPDATE

“2018 is indeed a miracle”

En Primeur:  What does it mean?
All the 2018 wines in this offer are offered ‘En 
Primeur Lying Abroad’. This means that you pay for 
the wine itself when you place your order and the 
duty (currently £2.23 ex VAT per 75cl bottle for 
mainland UK delivery) and VAT at the prevailing 
rates on the whole at the time of shipment and any 
other applicable tariffs. We anticipate shipping these 
wines in late 2020 and early 2021. 

Storage
Wines purchased from Tanners by the case can be 
stored in bond.

More information - Fine Wine Team
Please ring John, Robin, Graham or Rachel on 01743 
234455 for advice.

Château Cos d’Estournel

Lots of concentration and  
plenty of structure
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The Reds

Château Semonlon, Haut-Médoc  DCR46818 12bts £72
There’s a fresh bread aroma mingling with pretty dark fruit on the nose, supple tannin coming in on the palate but 
everything balanced and another lovely wine this year which is well worth buying. Classy for the money. 0-5 years.

Château Brisson, Castillon Côtes de Bordeaux  DCR05818 12bts £78
Fresh and quite crunchy fruit with textured oak, juicy and well structured. For a lesser château, Brisson habitually does well 
and yet again we picked it out for listing. 15% Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon broaden the flavour of the Merlot, 
and the whole is well-knit and complete. 0-5 years.

Château Roque de By, Médoc  DCR48618 12bts £84
Simple, straightforward but with a robust side and a ripe feel that reflects the vintage. Should develop into a rounded, quite 
broad claret in the early to mid-term bracket. A good ‘drinking’ wine. 0-5 years.

Château du Courlat, Lussac-St-Emilion DCR64918 12bts £90
Soft and pretty, both on the nose and in the mouth. Good density, ripe fruit blending with a hint of spice. Full and rich in 
the finish, judicious oak keeping everything in balance. 0-5 years.

Château Tour St Bonnet, Médoc  DCR47718 12bts £96
Fresh and fruity alongside quite muscular tannins. Big, plenty of presence and a generous ripe style that should develop well, 
a mid-term drinker. 5-15 years.

Château Montaiguillon, Montagne-Saint-Emilion  DCR73018 12bts £96
Dark fruit, black cherry coming through some firm tannins. Good balance, fine lines in the mouth and generous feel on the 
finish. Very worthy, not going to let you down and for early to mid-term drinking. 3-9 years.

Château Cissac, Haut-Médoc  DCR45018 12bts £99
This is a year for big wines with richness and tannins aplenty; Cissac serves this up in spades but everything hangs together. 
Dark chocolate and damson flavours prevail, and there’s a lovely, supple core supporting what is a weighty wine. More 
approachable than in the past, this will make beautiful mid-term drinking. A cracking drop of claret from 2018 - and still 
amazingly affordable! 3-9 years.

Château La Prade, Francs Côtes de Bordeaux CDR03918 12bts £102
A juicy wine from the Pavie-Macquin team, with weight, depth and big ripe tannins. Well-structured, plenty of bone which 
suggests a decent life ahead, one to drink mid-term but very affordable. 5-15 years.

Château Canon, Canon-Fronsac DCR02218 12bts £108
Totally fired up about this, straight out of the barrel, this wine is bang on target! A cracking new find from Fronsac, to the 
west of Libourne. It’s an attractive, soft, pretty area that perfectly reflects this wine. You’ll also find ripeness of fruit and 
good balance, a charming claret that will drink early yet has good structure and substance. A very approachable, affordable 
Château Canon! 3-9 years.
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Château Puygueraud, Francs Côtes de Bordeaux DCR04018 12bts  £108
Another cracking effort with super fruit and generous, rounded tannins. Stood up well at Pavie-Macquin, this wine is fast 
becoming a best seller and it should be. Terrific value, lovely wine punching above its weight. 3-9 years.

Château La Tour de By, Médoc  DCR45318 12bts  £114
Another super wine from Tour de By where they coped well with the heat and mildew to make a big, balanced wine with a 
powerful structure that is made to keep a bit. Less overt than Cissac, cooler fruit and a more savoury style. A good, mid-term 
option. 3-9 years.

Château du Courlat, Cuvée Jean Baptiste, Lussac-Saint-Emilion  DCR65418 12bts  £120
Pure Merlot that escaped the mildew, so there’s good, ripe, brambly fruit with some spice overlaying the palate. Soft and 
round to finish, it is a good, typical Right Bank claret at an excellent price that will reward you in the short to medium term. 
0-5 years.

Château Lanessan, Haut-Médoc  DCR45218 12bts  £132
Simply delicious freshness and character this vintage, with a brilliant nose of toast and blackberry jelly, then blueberries 
on the palate (this is almost Douro in style!), firm tannins but a sweetness of fruit behind. Fresh finish, everything calm, a 
cracker that will drink early. 0-5 years.

Saintem, Denis Durantou, grand cru Saint-Emilion DCR73918 12bts  £135
Bright, ripe with a mix of red and black fruits, nicely textured tannins, mid-weight and quite long on the finish. Needs a 
little time to come together, but well-crafted. 5-15 years.

Château Mauvesin-Barton, Moulis-en-Médoc  DCR49018 12bts  £138
Mauvesin-Barton has turned in an excellent wine in 2018. Freshness on the nose, even a touch of mint, followed by a good 
round feel. Substance but balance and nice harmony of flavour and fullness. Aniseed and blackberry jelly. Power but well 
under control. Excellent, must be worth considering at this price from the Barton stable. 3-9 years.

Château Les Hauts Conseillants, Lalande-de-Pomerol  DCR65218 12bts  £144
Superb, ripe, damson fruit with lovely spice which pulled this wine in front of its peers. Well-handled oak on a weighty, 
dense core backed up by chewy, ripe tannins which give it a superior feel too. A very good performance in 2018, and a star 
buy. 3-9 years.

Château Pipeau, grand cru Saint-Emilion  DCR74418 12bts £144
Pipeau does well in warmer vintages and this has a lot of the quality of 2015 about it. A touch more tannin perhaps but 
that lovely ripe, blackberry fruit and a well-formed, rounded core that ripples through to the finish. Delicious in 2018, 
recommended. 3-9 years.
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Château Puy-Blanquet, grand cru Saint-Emilion  DCR74018 12bts  £165
A wine from the all-powerful Moueix stable, this is invariably a well-made wine and this year is no exception. Fits nicely 
into the mid-weight category, with ripe, spicy fruit and some breadth of flavour. An easy, early maturing Saint-Emilion with 
warmth and character. 0-5 years.

Château Montlandrie, Castillon Côtes de Bordeaux  DCR05918 12bts  £174
A lovely, pretty nose of violets and dark chocolate. Good concentration and softness, ending on a herby note on the palate. 
Ripe tannins and cool acidity, not so much oak behind it therefore the brilliant dark fruit character stands out. Delicious. 
3-9 years.

Château Moulin Haut-Laroque, Fronsac  DCR09818 12bts  £174
Lovely rich fruit, chunky tannin and a rich, intense core. Tannins are quite dominant but the finish is round and supple. Big, 
potent and well formed, a good forward style from the Right Bank that caught the eye and stood out from the crowd. 
3-9 years.

Château Lilian Ladouys, Saint-Estèphe  DCR34518 12bts  £180
Linked to Château Pédesclaux which has come on in leaps and bounds, we loved the juicy, raspberry purity of Lilian which 
was backed up by a fleshy feel in the mouth, fine tannin and a juicy finish. The Saint-Estèphe stoney character comes 
through too, but with added richness. A good effort that will age nicely. Good value as usual. 3-9 years.

Château de Bel-Air, Lalande-de-Pomerol  DCR65718 12bts  £192
New to our list this year, a ‘Lalande’ property that reflects how well neighbouring Pomerol has done but at a fraction of the 
price. Juicy, pretty with generous fruit. A well-knit, medium weight claret that will reward in the short to mid-term. 
0-5 years.

Château Pindefleurs, grand cru Saint-Emilion  DCR73818 12bts  £192
Gorgeous fruit muddled with fine tannin, this is a biggish mouthful of fine curranty fruit with a silky Saint-Emilion side to 
it. Well-made, this is a fine effort and will make an elegant, full-bodied claret for the mid-term. 3-9 years.

Château du Glana, Saint-Julien  DCR32718 12bts  £198
Quite a ripe, dried fruit nose which develops power and yet keeps a soft, supple edge. The finish is full-on with the richness 
pushing on through making for a rich but friendly style that should come round fairly soon. An improvement on previous 
vintages, this is a property on the up. 3-9 years.

Château La Gurgue, Margaux  DCR30918 12bts  £198
Gently spicy feel, quite vivacious and driven. Plenty of richness yet a streak of acidity which will give it backbone. Tannins in 
check, nice fresh finish which is the overall style here. Its poise reflects the Lurton biodynamic methods used. 3-9 years.

Château Haut-Bages Monpelou, Pauillac  DCR33618 12bts  £204
Ripe fruit, with a herby, savoury note.  There are classic Pauillac notes of slate and tobacco to be found on the palate. The 
tannins are a little chewy at the moment so it needs some time to fill out, but will be a very enjoyable wine. 5-15 years. 
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Château Les Cruzelles, Lalande-de-Pomerol DCR65318 12bts £210
Cruzelles is quite simple, soft and balanced this year, very approachable early yet persistent and showing a mineral edge. 
More weight than its stablemate, Saintem, with chewier tannin but great balance too, testament to very good wine-making. 
3-9 years.

Connétable Talbot, Saint-Julien  DCR38218 12bts £216
A lot of good quality black cherry and cassis come through both on the nose and in the mouth. Round, appealing and quite 
soft on the palate. Integrated tannins, ok length, this feels like a mid-term drinker - others are more dense and powerful. 
5-15 years.

Sarget de Gruaud Larose, Saint-Julien  DCR37518 12bts  £222
This ever-dependable second wine has a core of black fruit, a ripe, blackberry and cinnamon palate and some supple tannins 
giving good backbone. Nice length, and very harmonious on the finish. 3-9 years.

Lacoste-Borie, Pauillac  DCR38018 12bts  £228
Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste has made brilliant wine yet again, and this ‘second’ wine is an excellent option. Very obvious 
oak at the moment, plenty of black fruit and needs to meld together – the tannins are quite forward. Looks like a mid-term 
proposition – but loads of quality. 3-9 years.

Château Lalande Borie, Saint-Julien DCR33018 12bts  £228
You expect great wines from Ducru-Beaucaillou, which puts on a great tasting and this wine was showing beautifully: 
luscious sweet fruit, richness with very focused, controlled tannins and a core of dense black fruit. Excellent balance and 
length and a pure, fresh finish despite 14.5% alcohol. This made a big impression and has come out at an affordable price. 
5-15 years.

Château Bonalgue, Pomerol   DCR68518 12bts  £240
100% Merlot. Very full-on, ripe mulberry nose. Supple, rounded with a soft texture, balance and lots of volume in the 
mouth. Smooth, generous with a silky structure. The best Bonalgue we’ve seen for years: power in a velvet glove, plenty to it 
yet made with restraint. Really impressive. 5-15 years.

Marquis de Calon, Saint-Estèphe  DCR34418 12bts  £240
Bright, curranty, very attractive nose. Supple tannins around a core of redcurrant and blackcurrant fruit with lovely freshness 
and typically generous feel to this. Smooth, well-integrated with a hint of dark chocolate and a soft, yet pure finish. A 
delicious glass of claret that will drink quite soon yet has a serious side to  it. Excellent wine from a stable that is simply 
striding away in Saint-Estèphe – surely a must-buy. 3-9 years.

Château Meyney, Saint-Estèphe  DCR35018 12bts  £246
Next door to Château Montrose, Meyney continues to build in stature. This year’s wine is big, muscular and chock full of 
flavour. Dark chocolate, black fruit with a stoney edge - a very satisfying wine for the long term. 5-15 years.

Château Belgrave, 5me cru Haut-Médoc  DCR27918 12bts  £252
Nathalie Navarre told us that their last Merlot, from cool clay soils, was picked on 10th October after all the Cabernet 
grapes, something that had never happened before. This fifth-growth was outstanding and is without doubt the bargain of 
the classed growths across the region. Very cool with brambly fruit, good balancing acidity on soft tannins, real depth and a 
super, textured oaky finish. As elegant as we have ever seen, it is beautifully framed. 5-15 years.

Château Les Ormes de Pez, Saint-Estèphe DCR34918 12bts £252
Raspberry and cherry notes. Good sweet fruit backed by ripe tannin, quite spicy with a rich feel on the finish. Gutsy, dense 
tannic core, rich concentration but just in check, this is does everything you expect. Very good, proper Saint-Estèphe. 5-15 
years

Château Gloria, Saint-Julien* DCR32518 6bts £174
More than many, Gloria has a mixture of red and black fruit which brings more freshness and zip. The tannin is firm, the 
oak quite obvious but should settle down and with time this wine will knit together and be good mid-term drinking. Good 
value in a competitive commune, well worth considering. 5-15 years.

Château Lafon-Rochet, 4me cru Saint-Estèphe DCR26518 12bts £384
Another great wine from this top Saint-Estèphe estate. Decent weight of fruit, in fact dollops of damson and mulberry with 
a mineral edge. A firm style with chunky tannins but still harmonious on the palate and one to tuck away for a bit. The 
substance is impressive, the overall feel is big, but at a good price. 5-15 years.

Réserve de la Comtesse, Pauillac DCR62718 12bts £402
“Starting with the second wine of the estate, the 2018 Réserve De Comtesse checks as a blend of 53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
42% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. It’s another rock star of a second wine that taste more like a 
grand vin with its terrific perfume of crème de cassis, blackberry, graphite, high-class tobacco, and earth. It’s deep, medium 
to full-bodied, beautifully balanced, and has serious length.” 92-94 points, JebDunnuck.com
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Château Batailley, 5me cru Pauillac DCR28018 12bts £408
“This is very structured and dense with lots of fruit and tannin, yet it’s tight and long. Linear and racy. Muscular.”  94-95 
points, JamesSuckling.com

Château d’Armailhac, 5me cru Pauillac DCR27518 12bts £420
“Deeply colored, the 2018 Château D’Armailhac is a blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc 
and the rest Petit Verdot brought up in 40% new barrels. Cassis, hints of blue fruits, graphite, charcoal, and spicy oak notes 
all emerge from this deeply colored effort. Rich and full-bodied on the palate, it offers ripe, present tannins, terrific freshness, 
and a great finish.” 92-94 points, JebDunnuck.com

Clos du Clocher, Pomerol DCR68718 12bts £432
There’s almost a third Cabernet Franc in the blend this year, deemed so essential by Alexandre Thienpont at Vieux Château 
Certan, and the feel is fresh and crisp. Plenty of brambly fruit while the grippy tannic structure lends complexity and depth. 
Juicy, quite full with a fine, fresh finish. A bit of an unsung hero and all for a decent price. 5-15 years.

Château Langoa Barton, 3me cru Saint-Julien* DCR24118 6bts £217.50
Chunky nose, almost boysenberry (big blackberries!) with intensity and charm. Layers of black fruit, some licorice meshed 
with silky tannins, superb length and just a hint of firmness in the finish. Luscious for Langoa this year, very appealing 
drinking. 5-15 years.

Clos du Marquis, Saint-Julien DCR37618 12bts £468
Out of the Léoville-Lascases stable which is making superb wines, the main impression is of very silky smooth tannins and a 
mixture of red and black fruit. Balanced but without the overt grunt of some, there’s intensity on the palate and more poise 
in the finish. Very good effort. 5-15 years.
“Rocking stuff, the 2018 Clos du Marquis checks in 64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, and 6% Cabernet Franc 
that hit 14.5% alcohol with a healthy pH of 3.64 and an IPT of 79. It boasts a deep, saturated purple color as well as ripe, 
powerful, yet complex aromatics. Full-bodied and rich, with a stacked mid-palate, this beauty builds on the palate with ripe, 
polished tannin, ample oomph, and a great finish. It’s a powerful, concentrated wine from the team at Léoville Las Cases that 
will benefit from 5-7 years of bottle age and keep for two decades.” 94-96 points, JebDunnuck.com

Château d’Issan, 3me cru Margaux DCR24818 12bts £564
“This is a brilliant Issan with richness and poise joined by a delicate acidity that pulls the fruit along. The tannins are 
deceptive, as they are supple and appealing, but the density and power builds over the palate and clearly indicates long 
ageing. A wine that feels like it’s rooted in its appellation. 50% new oak. 40hl/ha yield, with 53% of production going 
into this wine, higher than in both 2017 and 2016. Eric Boissenot consults.” 2027 – 2042 Score: 96 points, Jane Anson, 
Decanter.com

Bordeaux photographs from our trip this year including: Robert Boutflower with Xavier Borie; Cyrille Thienpont (centre); and Charles Sichel pouring at Angludet.
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Château Feytit-Clinet, Pomerol DCR67618 12bts £594
Superb colour and an intense nose suggest great things, and the palate is sublime with blackberry jelly on toast in perfect 
balance with elegant tannins. Great length, ripe, spicy and a round finish. Hugely impressive again. 5-15+ years.
“This 6.68-hectare vineyard is based between Trotanoy and Latour A. Pomerol on gravel and sand-based soils. Average age 
is 34 years, and yields were 45 hectoliters per hectare. It is aging in 70% new and 30% second barrels, where it will stay 
for an estimated 16 months. The wine has 14.9% alcohol and is blended of 92% Merlot and 8% Cabernet Franc. Deep 
purple-black colored, the 2018 Feytit Clinet is a little shy to begin, unfurling to reveal wild blueberries, warm plums and 
black cherries with hints of purple, iron ore, pencil shavings and damp soil. Full-bodied, rich and concentrated, it has a firm, 
velvety texture and bags of opulent fruit, finishing earthy. About 18,000 bottles will be made.” 93-95 points, Lisa Perotti-
Brown, erobertparker.com.

Château Duhart-Milon-Rothschild, 4me cru Pauillac DCR26618 12bts £660
Bit closed then intense fruit in the mouth, supple and generous.  A big, ripe but pure mouthful, very streamlined. Good 
fresh finish, delicious. 5-15 years.
“This is a very powerful Duhart with blackcurrant and blackberry character. Lots of graphite and black tea. Full-bodied and 
muscular with lots of formed muscles and great length. Could be best ever?This is a very powerful Duhart with blackcurrant 
and blackberry character. Lots of graphite and black tea. Full-bodied and muscular with lots of formed muscles and great 
length. Could be best ever?” 95-96 points, JamesSuckling.com

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste, 5me cru Pauillac DCR27018 12bts £672
Svelte and poised this year.  An elegant, calm yet pretty powerful effort as befits a top Pauillac. Tannins are noticeably silky 
and the length prodigious. So consistently good over the years, making good wine whatever the conditions throw at them. 
5-15+ years.
“This captures the style of the vintage to a T, with vividly ripe cassis and plum fruit, carried by solidly built but fine-grained 
structure. Lots of graphite and tobacco accents hang in the background for now. A firmly grounded wine.” 95-98 points, 
James Molesworth, Wine Spectator.

Château Beychevelle, 4me cru Saint-Julien DCR26018 12bts £720
“Showing beautifully both times I was able to taste it, the 2018 Château Beychevelle checks in as a blend of 50% 
Merlot, 41% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Petit Verdot, and the rest Cabernet Franc that’s aging in 60% new French oak. 
This ultra-pure, refined, gorgeously layered Beychevelle offers terrific notes of black cherries, blackberries, cassis, violets, 
and damp earth. Deep, concentrated, and layered on the palate, it has a thrilling sense of purity and elegance as well as 
building structure. This is the third vintage vinified in the new cellar, and the 2018 represents a selection of 50% of the 
total production. It hit 14.5% alcohol with a healthy pH of 3.74 and a massive IPT of 81. Hats off to director Romain 
Ducolomb for another brilliant wine that I suspect will surpass both the 2015 and 2016!” 95-97+ points, JebDunnuck.com
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Château Clerc Milon, 5me cru Pauillac* DCR27418 6bts £360
“The progression of this property continues to be evident in the glass with a beautiful classicism, full of life and layers 
comprising dark spice and touches of black pepper against blueberry and cool fruits, pumped up by black chocolate and 
liquorice. It’s confident and clearly has a fierce quality to the tannins giving a long life ahead of it. The harvest started on 
September 17, one week later than Mouton because of its cooler terroir, with the blend completed by 3% Petit Verdot and 
1% Carmanère. This is the last vintage with Jean-Emmanuel Donjoy at the helm as he’s making his way over to Mouton-
Rothschild to work alongside Philippe Dhalluin. A tough gig to turn down of course, but I will miss the work he has done 
here and look forward to seeing what his successor will add.”  2026 – 2040, Score: 96 points, Jane Anson, Decanter.com

Château Léoville Barton, 2me cru Saint-Julien DCR21018 12bts £759
Deep inky colour, Leoville has a core of black fruit, a sumptuous feel and yet a clean, fresh finish. It’s a terrific, complex, 
intense-but-supple wine with superb length. A real winner for us this year. 5-15+ years.
“A stunner, showing a great degree of purity, with long flavors of cassis, plum and blackberry preserves, seamlessly integrated 
with the graphite structure. A very vivid, defined, precise wine.” 96-99 points, James Molesworth, Wine Spectator.

Château Pape Clément, cru classé Pessac-Léognan DCR59518 12bts £795
At the bigger end of the scale with lots of extraction and weight. Tannins dominate but there is freshness behind and a very 
long flavour in the mouth. 5-15+ years.
“This is a very driven Pape Clément with fantastic density and finesse at the same time. Linear and driven, the finish goes on 
for minutes with incredible tension and focus. More cabernet. Refinement with power.” 97-98 points, JamesSuckling.com.

Château Léoville Poyferré, 2me cru Saint-Julien DCR21918 12bts £816
Bright nose, lashings of dark fruit, mulberry and creamy oak which continues on the palate with a firm structure behind. 
Depth and power come through, making this a really full-on wine in the finish. Length is good too. 5-15+ years.
“One of the gems in the vintage will be the 2018 Château Léoville-Poyferré, which is a powerful, incredibly sexy wine based 
on 64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, and the balance Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, representing just 45% of 
the total production. In the same ballpark as the 2000, 2005, 2009, and 2010, its deep purple color is followed by a rich, 
opulent bouquet of sweet black and blue fruits, tobacco, and graphite. Both intellectually and hedonistically satisfying, it 
fills the mouth with fruit, has remarkable purity and precision for such a powerful wine, sweet tannins, and a finish that 
goes on for nearly a minute. It’s similar in character to the 2009 and will keep for three decades or more. This wine checks 
in at 14.4% alcohol, with a pH of 3.7, and a massive (one of the highest in the vintage) IPT value of 90.” 96-99 points, , 
JebDunnuck.com.
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Château Pontet-Canet, 5me cru Pauillac DCR27718 12bts £1038
The mildew hit hard at this biodynamic and organic flagship property who fought back with a hugely concentrated wine. 
Very intense cherry nose then lots of spice. Rich with grippy tannins and some heft. Biggest wine of the day, almost over-
extracted. Almost bestial in character despite a fabulous floral nose and very ripe fruit. An extraordinary wine! 5-15+ years.
“The 2018 Pontet-Canet is made up of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit Verdot. 
Picking began on September 24 and finished on October 5; aging is in 55% oak barriques and 45% amphorae. Very deep 
purple-black in color, it comes rolling sensuously out of the glass with all the opulence and seduction of Cleopatra on 
a carpet. It emerges with flamboyant scents of crème de cassis, preserved plums and blueberry compote, and after a few 
moments, it bursts with nuances of molten licorice, sandalwood, Chinese five spice, candied violets, dark chocolate and 
dried roses, followed by underlying earthy suggestions of fallen leaves, black truffles, underbrush and wild sage. Full-bodied, 
wonderfully dense, rich, impossibly layered and very, very decadent, the palate delivers all it promises on the nose, with a 
firm, wonderfully velvety frame and finishing with epic length, a scintillating wave of freshness and a beguiling perfume. 
This is one for true hedonists.” 97-99 points, Lisa Perrotti-Brown MW, Wine Advocate

Château Lynch-Bages, 5me cru Pauillac DCR27218 12bts £1068
Attractive compote nose initially. Gutsy and rather overbearing in the palate, feels a little bit too big and the power 
overwhelms. Tannins are huge. 5-15 years+
“Cassis, graphite, blackberries, scorched earth, and graphite notes all emerge from the 2018 Château Lynch-Bages, which is 
a rich, blockbuster style beauty up with the finest vintages to date from this historic estate, which by the way, is just about 
complete with a massive new cellar construction project. Checking in as a blend of 72% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, 
6% Cabernet Franc, and the rest Petit Verdot, brought up in 75% new French oak, it’s incredibly concentrated, opulent, and 
sexy on the palate, with building underlying structure, a stacked mid-palate, and a great finish. It reminds me of the 2009 
with its fleshy, powerful style. The IPT, or amount of tannins, is a through the roof 95 and it hit 14.1% alcohol with a pH of 
3.66. It’s going to live for just about forever.” 96-98+ points, JebDunnuck.com

Château Bélair Monange, 1er grand cru classé Saint-Emilion DCR77018 12bts £1404
Second vintage in a row now that Bélair-Monange has attracted great praise from the critics. It has a fantastic position just 
outside the town of St-Emilion and can make a fabulous, textured, intense and yet silky wine, which it has in 2018. The 
structure to age, the quality of fruit to impress in its youth, this property has arrived at the top table. A great wine. 5-15+ 
years.
“A blend of 90% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Franc, the medium to deep garnet-purple colored 2018 Belair Monange comes 
bounding out of the glass with all the energy and vigor of a pedigree puppy, offering notes of warm plums, wild blueberries, 
black raspberries and Morello cherries with touches of chocolate box, lilacs, underbrush, menthol and damp soil plus a 
waft of incense. Full-bodied, rich and decadently layered in the mouth, the densely packed layers are charged with energy, 
supported by firm, velvety tannins and a racy line of freshness, finishing very long and very spicy.” 97-99 points, Lisa 
Perrotti-Brown, Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate.
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Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande, 2me cru Pauillac* DCR21218 6bts £828
This was a star! Lots of extraction and spice, but quite profound and concentrated. Quite butch on the palate. Juicy with just 
enough freshness, a full-on style, quite flattering. 5-15+ years.
“This has to be up there with one of the most seductive Comtesses on record with layers of alternating softness and 
concentration combined with a lot of 2016’s elegance and power. The nose on this stands out a mile, getting it right up 
on the podium before you even take a sip. Rich raspberries combine with peonies and curls of wood-smoke while the 
appellation’s signature slate, cedar, liquorice and tannic grip slowly builds up on the palate. I’ve tasted this several times with 
each conveying a juiciness and elegance that is quite different in style to many in Pauillac this year - it’s a 98-100 for me, and 
I’m already looking forward to re-tasting it in bottle.” 2026–2040, 98-100 points, Jane Anson, Decanter.com

Pavillon Rouge du Château Margaux, Margaux* DCR37818 6bts £894
Lovely mouthfeel, pretty and quite Margaux. Tense in the mouth, juicy with firm tannin. Purity and freshness. Length +
“Representing roughly 30% of the total production and a blend of 69% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, and the rest 
Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc, the 2018 Château Margaux Pavillon Rouge is an incredibly elegant, juicy, and medium to 
full-bodied second wine that has fabulous purity in its cassis, violets, and floral aromas and flavors. It’s silky, vibrant, and has 
sweet tannins, and just glides over the palate. This beautiful wine is already hard to resist and will keep for 15+ years.” 93-95 
points, JebDunnuck.com

Château La Fleur-Pétrus, Pomerol DCR70018 12bts £1992
From the same stable as Château Pétrus, silky, vibrant and intense with masses of black fruit overlying good tannic structure 
but also with a wonderful freshness. Warm and spicy too with great length this is a fabulous wine. 5 to 15+ years
“A brick house, featuring steeped currant and plum fruit, scored by tobacco, bay leaf and charcoal notes. A great tug of earth 
lurks underneath, but there’s plenty of fruit to handle it. This is a big one.” 96-99 points, James Molesworth, Wine Spectator.
“This is a tannic and structured red with loads of walnut, hazelnut, dark-berry and wet-earth character. Full-bodied yet tight 
and reserved. Muscular and beautifully formed.” 97-98 points, JamesSuckling.com.

Château Léoville Las Cases, 2me cru Saint-Julien* DCR21618 6bts £1086
“Las Cases manages, yet again, to make one of the most composed and complete wines of the year. Following on from 
a sensational nose, a super-complex initial burst of fruit hits the palate and it left me reeling, while I desperately tried to 
compute what was going on. There is a coolness here which balances the exuberance on the palate and it is magical. In 
complete contrast to Ducru, this is a Zen-like wine with very fine length and serious definition. On the face of it the blend, 
the alcohol and oak look very similar to that of Ducru’s but the flavour is the antithesis and I adore the fact that two great 
estates have made such exquisite but contrasting wines in this vintage. Already very complex, there is every sign that this 
will turn out to be one of the truly great vintages for Las Cases. I know that this is a relatively forward style of wine for 
this venerable Château but I would still bet that patience rewards those who wait. There is so much depth and harmony 
in this wine it would be a shame to drink it before every nook and cranny can be fully explored.”  19.5+ points out of 20, 
MatthewJukes.com
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Château l’Eglise-Clinet, Pomerol DCR69418 12bts £2616
“This is incredibly powerful with fantastic depth and length. It goes on for minutes. Full-bodied yet so tight and intense. 
Blackberries and hints of spice. It has such energy and persistence. It is a wine that makes you really reflect. Bravo. Tiny 
production.” 99-100 points, JamesSuckling.com

Château Ausone, 1er grand cru classé Saint-Emilion* DCR82218 6bts £3450
“Pauline Vauthier is the 11th generation of the family to be producing wine here. It’s always such an incredible wine, and as 
ever you can see that they are playing a different game from so many others. The juice, the slate, the minerality, the drip-
drip-drip of freshly squeezed berries, spice and barely-there tannins, the sapidity on the finish. Amazing!” 98-100 points, 
2028 – 2042, Jane Anson, Decanter.com
“This is really exotic with wild-fruit character that I have seldom encountered in Ausone. Full-bodied yet reserved and very 
tight. Amazing depth and purity of fruit. Incredible beauty. Sexy.” 99-100 points, JamesSuckling.com

*In some instances there are only 6 bottles remaining and they are priced accordingly (as of 23rd August 2019)


