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Fernanda, an erstwhile architect, 
has a 135 hectare estate of flat land on 
the ‘Magredo’ stones where the sassi 
pebbles can reach the size of the galets 
in Châteauneuf-du-Pape – not far 
off that of pumpkins! These are huge 
deposits brought down in annual floods 
from the Dolomites, indeed the map is 
rather worrying with some roads being 
dotted, showing they simply don’t exist 
in winter! Magredo means ‘poor land’ 
making it ideal for growing vines if 
nothing else. Fernanda is now aided by 
her son Nicola Bedendo and his wife 
Emily Tsang in the cultivation of these 
tough lands. We love the purity of the 
resulting wines, such as their Traminer 
Aromatico (a), which is a fresh, 
mineral take on Gewurztraminer, and 

their beautiful red, Refosco (b). The 
avant-garde winery with its wine bar 
against the rising wall of the Dolomites 
is spectacular too.

Great everday whites 
If you enjoy Pinot Grigio, try Ca 
Solare's charming example from 
Venezie (c). Another great every-day 
white, Amanti Trebbiano (d) come 
from the Botter family who are 
situated just back from the Venice 
lagoon. Carlo Botter founded the 
company in 1928, purveying local 
Veneto wines in demijohns and barrels. 
It grew significantly after WWII with 
brothers, Arnaldo and Enzo, who 
began selling wine in bottles. The 
affable Luca Botter has expanded to 

source wines from 
their own family 
land at Motta 
di Livenza near 
Treviso.

Venice to Lake 
Garda isn’t a huge 
distance, and 

here near the shores of the lake the 
family-owned Zeni winery is situated 
just above the picturesque town of 
Bardolino. 

Fausto, Elena and Federica Zeni now 
run the business which was established 
in 1870.  They manage 25 hectares 
of vineyards but also have long-term 
contracts to help supplement their own 
production. Their modern winery is 
a great juxtaposition to the old cellars 
which also double as the local wine 
museum of Bardolino. Their crisp 
Soave Classico (e) is a cut above.

Travelling across the populous plain 
of the River Po, where the hills rise 
again as the tail end of the Apennines, 
you come to Gavi, where Cortese 
– the best white grape of Piedmont – 
reaches its zenith in Gavi del Comune 
di Gavi, the vineyards closest to the 
town of Gavi. We’ve tasted many but 
few come close to that of the small 6.5 
hectare La Chiara estate. The estate 
was established in 1975 by Ferdinando 
Bergaglio who previously worked 
for famous producers in the region 
before setting off on his own to do 
a better job! Working together with 
his son Roberto and daughter-in-law 
Silvana they have created a thriving 
business comprising 28 hectares in total 
extending over a wide area, but all of it 
in the municipality of Gavi. 

Northern Italy

Fernanda Cappello and her vineyard  
with the Dolomites beyond  

Enjoying a glass of Amanti Trebbiano in the piazza

Tired of the old favourites from France or finding the flavours of 
New Zealand too overt? Well, the answer might be Italy whose 

renaissance in making world-class whites (and reds) is hardly news now, 
writes James Tanner. Many of the finest whites come from the North-
East of the country, particularly the states of Veneto, Alto-Adige and 
Friuli-Venezia-Giulia, the last being the home of Fernanda Cappello.
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The vineyards are cultivated with 
pride and passion according to 
traditional methods; their Gavi (f ) is a 
must-buy! The pretty property even has 
a great reception hall for weddings and 
corporate events.

Heading west
From Gavi on the borders of Liguria, 
it’s an hour and twenty via Asti – 
famous for foamy Moscatos like the 
brilliant Vigna Senza Nome (g) – to 
Barbaresco in proper red wine country. 
Here the Fenocchio family started 
farming years ago but Renato and wife 
Milva only began making their own 
wine in 2000. They have 13 hectares 
spread across 11 small vineyards, 
growing Dolcetto, Barbera and of 
course Nebbiolo grapes. They have 
worked sustainably since 2005, caring 
for each plant at least 12 times a year, 
hoeing round them during summer, 
cutting the grass by hand and using 
no systemic pesticides. Their Dolcetto 
d’Alba (h) is a great ‘entry’ wine, 
showing what this estate is all about.

The words of Renato are evocative: 
“The colour of ripe wheat, the scent 
of hay and of the land after a storm, 
hands made icy by the snow, the sound 
of spring water, racing around under 
the sun: these were the sensations I felt 
during my boyhood in the charming 
hills of the Langhe. As a man, I go 
on experiencing nature with the same 
feelings, respecting its rhythms and its 
peculiarities, admiring the cyclicity of 
the seasons and the different results of 
following vintages.”

Ca' Solare Pinot Grigio, 
Venezie IGT (c)
With a lightly floral character and 
a subtle honeyed note. 12% 
Bin No: IW01116 
£7.70 

Amanti del Vino Trebbiano, 
Rubicone IGT (d)
Fresh and light with good pear 
and apple fruit and decent length. 
12%
Bin No: IW04616 
£7.40  £5.90 when you buy 6

Who wouldn't want a glass of white in Venice?!

Vigna Senza Nome, Moscato 
d'Asti DOCG, Giacoma 
Bologna (g)
A lively, sweet and delicious wine 
that bursts with lemon fruit and 
rose petal flavours. 5.5%
Bin No: FI02617 
£13.20  £11.50 special offer

Dolcetto d'Alba DOC, 
Renato Fenocchio (h)
Fragrant, supple and juicy, good 
concentration and elderberry fruit. 
13%
Bin No: IR01916 
£14.95

Refosco dal Peduncolo 
Rosso, Friuli Grave DOC, 
Fernanda Cappello (b)
Blueberry, cherry and rhubarb 
fool flavours with hints of vanilla.  
13% 
Bin No: IR16113 
£9.95 

Gavi DOCG del Comune di 
Gavi, La Chiara (f)
A juicy, honey-like core and 
apple-like freshness. 12.5% 
Bin No: IW02017 
£13.80  £12.40 special offer 

Traminer Aromatico, Friuli 
Grave DOC, Fernanda 
Cappello (a)
Rose and lychee aromas, followed 
up on the palate with ripe citrus 
notes. 12.5% 
Bin No: IW06116 
£9.95  £8.95 special offer 

Soave Classico DOC, Zeni  
(e)
This Soave is gently floral with a 
hint of zingy green apples. 12.5% 
Bin No: IW00917 
£8.95 

The Bergaglio family of La Chiara
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Central Italy is divided north-south by  
  the extremely mountainous spine of the 

Apennines, earthquakes and all. Tuscany and 
Umbria are on the west, best known in white 
wine terms for Vernaccia di San Gimignano and 
Orvieto respectively.

In the heart of picturesque Tuscany, Cappella 
Sant’Andrea is a delightful estate within sight of the 
famous medieval towers of the famous town of San 
Gimignano, as featured in the film ‘Tea with Mussolini’.  
Run by a young couple, Flavia del Seta and husband, 
Francesco, there are only six hectares of vines but they are 
part of a larger working farm that has olive trees, donkeys, 
goats, chickens and even a few rabbits. The vines, all 
planted on sandy and clay hillsides, are now converted to 
organic viticulture. Their ‘very stylish’ Vernaccia (i) was 
recommended in Decanter magazine.

Discover Orvieto
Orvieto is another historic town situated further south, 
between the lakes of Trasimeno and Bolsena. Here Niccolò 
Antinori of the Florentine dynasty, Marchesi Antinori, 
bought the medieval Castello della Sala in 1940. The estate 
stretches to 500 hectares, 170 of which are planted with 
vineyards, all between 700 and 1600 feet above sea level. 
The countryside is gentle and rolling and a good place 
for growing white grapes, with its layers of morning fog 
being an important factor in cooling the vineyards. Their 
Orvieto Classico (j) is a rounded, gently nutty delight.

Inland from Ancona, over in the Marches, Pontemagno 
was founded in 1955 in the village of St. Paolo de Jesi by 
Giovanni Piersanti with his children, Silveria and Carlo. 
Giuliano and Ottavio, Carlo's sons, took over the business, 
having inherited from their father a passion for hard graft 
and satisfying returns! They source from various vineyards, 
including their own, in the heart of the Marche region, to 
create wines like their excellent Verdicchio dei Castelli di 
Jesi Classico (k). 

Travelling down the Adriatic and back inland, you are 
in in the heart of Abruzzo, where the Roxan co-operative 
is located, standing guard over the Pescara river valley on 
a hill made up of layers of clay, sand and gravel. They are 
exposed to the warm air of the Gran Sasso and Majella 
Massifs, mitigated by air from the Adriatic seaside. This is 
a natural home to the indigenous vines which 700 growers 
cultivate over 1,000 hectares of land. If you’re looking for 
a juicy, cherry-scented red then Roxan’s Montepulciano 
d’Abruzzo (l) is just the ticket.

Flavia and Francesco of 
Cappella Sant'Andrea

Montepulciano d'Abruzzo DOC, Roxan (l)
Lovely sweet cherry fruit, full and long from a 
quality minded co-operative. 13.5%
Bin No: IR80816 
£8.90  £7.90 special offer

Tuscany, Umbria & Mid Italy

Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico DOC, 
Pontemagno (k)
Refreshing and dry, crisp but with richness and 
character that lifts it above the competition. 12.5%
Bin No: IW05116 
£8.20  £6.90 when you buy 6 or more

Orvieto Classico DOC, Campogrande, 
Santa Cristina (j)
An elegant, slightly nutty dry white with a gentle 
hint of honey. 12%
Bin No: IW02517 
£11.80  £10.80 special offer

Vernaccia di San Gimignano DOCG, Clara 
Stella, Cappella Sant' Andrea (i)
Full, silky fruit, a touch of honey and a delicate hint 
of bitterness. 13%
Bin No: IW05016 
£11.90

Roxan vineyards in Abruzzo
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The Amalfi Coast, Taormina in Sicily and the 
trulli of Puglia may be tourist highlights of 

the South, but few venture into the vineyard areas, 
which can be spectacular in their own way and 
produce some of Italy’s fullest and most interesting 
whites. The Mezzogiorno isn’t all about generous 
reds!

Only an hour east of Naples, Terredora is situated near 
the village of Montefusco, right in the heart of Campania’s 
best wine-growing region. They produce, amongst other 
wines, a trio of beautifully complex whites – Lacryma 
Christi (m), Fiano di Avellino (n) and Greco di Tufo 
(o) – which are well worth investigating. It is a rugged area 
and Terredora’s substantial winery sits on a hillside looking 
out over the most fertile part of Campania. Terredora 
has climbed quickly to the pinnacle of Campania’s wine 
production since 1992, the product of a split in the famous 
Mastroberardino wine family.

The Rugged South
Further on in Basilicata, near the town of Venosa (the 
birthplace of Roman poet Horace), Oronzo Alò of Alovini 
makes super wines from local grapes. His Greco (p) is more 
peachy and floral in character, contrasting nicely with the 
edgier grapefruit tones of Terredora’s Greco. The altitude is 
high and Monte Vulture, a seven-peaked extinct volcano, 
dominates the horizon. 

Oronzo loves his 
‘toys’ – gleaming 
stainless steel tanks, 
the latest pumps and 
filters, state-of-the-art 
bottling equipment – 
and combines them 
well with techniques learnt from flying winemakers. 

It’s a long journey via Calabria, the Straits of Messina 
then across Sicily to Marsala. Here on a ridge north of 
the town, the Fina family’s cantina must have almost the 
best sunset views of any winery in the world, with the sun 
sinking over the Stagnone lagoon with its salt pans and the 
Egadi Islands. Having worked on viticultural research for 
many years, learning the optimum spots for each variety, 
Bruno Fina is a man with an agenda to bring great Sicilian 
wines to the market, and we’re happy to help! Exotic white, 
Kebrilla Grillo (q) and succulent Viognier (r) are a good 
place to start.

The Mediterranean’s second largest island, Sardinia, is a 
significant producer of wine. The 30 hectare Melis estate 
is located in the south west corner, not far from the coast 
in Terralba. Today the estate specialises in native grapes 
such as Vermentino (s) – the indigenous white grape of 
the Tyrrhenian Sea – and Bovale. Flavio Melis runs the 
company using the expertise of French winemaker Lucien 
Angei, together looking after six vineyards. 

Terredora in Campania

Southern Italy and The Islands

Lacryma Christi del Vesuvio 
Bianco DOC, Terredora Di 
Paolo (m)
A deliciously full, tropical and 
rich style with balanced acidity. 
12.5% 
Bin No: IW03016 
£13.90 

Greco di Tufo DOCG, 
Loggia della Serra, 
Terredora Di Paolo (o)
Almond and smoky aromas then 
succulent, sweet grapefruit palate. 
12.5% 
Bin No: IW03116 
£16.50  £15.50 special offer 

Fiano di Avellino DOCG, 
Terre Dora, Terredora Di 
Paolo (n)
Wonderful natural smokiness, 
masses of spice, hazelnut and 
apple. 12.5% 
Bin No: IW03216 
£17.90  £16.90 special offer 

Bruno Fina in Sicilian vineyards with the 
ruins of Segesta Temple behind



La Dolce Vita Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
l  Lacryma Christi del Vesuvio Bianco DOC, Terredora  
      Di Paolo (m)
l  Greco di Tufo DOCG, Loggia della Serra, Terredora 
     Di Paolo (o)
l  Vernaccia di San Gimignano DOCG, Clara Stella, Cappella  
      Sant' Andrea (i)

£76 saving £8.60 against full price 
Bin No: ZS2084

Order online at www.tanners-wines.co.uk Order by phone on 01743 234455
Shop in branch at Shrewsbury, Bridgnorth, Hereford, Chester, Welshpool and Llandudno Junction

Follow Tanners on social media

@tannerswines          tannerswines         tanners.wines

All offers are subject to availability and expire on Sunday 28th October 2018

Casa Nostra Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
l  Soave Classico DOC, Zeni (e) 
l  Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Classico DOC, Pontemagno (k)
l  Kebrilla Grillo, Fina, Terre Siciliane IGP (q)

£49 saving £7.20 against full price 
Bin No: ZS2083

      

Vermentino di Sardegna DOC,  
Melis (s)
Ripe nose, flavoursome with lovely creamy weight, 
plenty of rich fruit and refreshing apple 'lift'. 13.5%
Bin No: IW05916 
£10.70 

Kebrilla Grillo, Fina, Terre Siciliane IGP (q)
All blossom and orange peel then a long, dry finish, 
this is a fascinating wine. 13.5%
Bin No: IW03417 
£10.95

Le Ralle Greco, Basilicata IGT,  
Alovini (p)
An admirable grape variety, producing an orange 
blossom nose then exotic peach and orange flavours. 
13%
Bin No: IW02916 

Fina Viognier, Sicilia IGP (r)
Beautifully silky in texture with lovely orange and 
apricot flavours. A juicy delight. 13%
Bin No: IW03517 
£12.90  £10.90 special offer

'So diverse and fascinating, Italian 
wine thoroughly deserves its current 

popularity'

Melis founder,  Abele Melis, in his Sardinian vineyards

Mixed Cases


