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The Wines 
We are delighted to report that 2015 is 
a thrilling and fabulous vintage across 
the whole of the Douro region. Great 
richness, impressive levels of fruit and 
succulence; wines of great balance and 
ageing potential but be warned - they 
will prove irresistible upon release! While 
you can (almost) generalise about the 
‘sub regions’ of the Douro, there is a 
universal understanding, respect and 
desire from the growers and winemakers 
to produce more elegant, fresher wines 
of greater finesse, which is something 
we experienced throughout our trip. 

Duorum certainly displays the power 
you can find in the Douro Superior, and 
they are utterly charming, especially the 
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new Tanners Super Douro, we cannot 
wait to show it off to you; Duorum’s 
Reservas were, in 2015, “the best we 
have made” stated João Perry Vidal, the 
viticulturist. Dirk Niepoort revels in the 
sheer drinkability of 2015 and the top 
wines, both red and white, are remarkable 
lessons in poise and clarity. Jorge Borges 
of Wine & Soul and Passadouro was 
rightly delighted with his impressive range 
declaring that the “quality of tannins 
in 2015 is great - ripe and smooth”. 
Cristiano van Zeller has exciting plans for 
the future and again emphasis here was 
on more elegance. Symington’s Quinta 
do Ataíde, which is also situated in the 
extreme east of the region, shows how 
soils and micro-climate can produce a 
marked difference in style to the ‘norm’ 
with some crisp and crunchy, rather 
French-style reds and the Chryseia here is 
one of the best Douro reds we have ever 
tasted! Churchill’s is a very smart range 
and the aromatics are superb. 

Finally we tasted 2016 whites. They 
were excellent and, due to the growers 

wanting to ship them sooner than their 
reds, we have decided to offer them here 
as well.

The Weather
A cold and dry winter was followed by 
the hottest and driest spring and summer 
for 36 years. Despite a couple of spikes, 
July and August were cooler than the 
norm, but by early September the fruit 
was looking close to perfection and cooler 
evenings did wonders for acidity levels. 
Rain fell on September 15th, threatening 
dilution; picking had begun for some, 
but brave growers ceased, hoping that the 
bunches would get a chance to dry off 
and take on a little extra sun. Incredibly 
that is just what happened and the harvest 
proved to be of excellent quality and 
health.

Lying Abroad:
What does it mean?
All the wines in this offer are offered 
‘Lying Abroad’. This means that you 
pay for the wine itself when you place 
your order and the duty and shipping 
(currently £2.95 ex VAT per 75cl bottle 
for mainland UK delivery) and VAT at 
the prevailing rates on the whole at the 
time of shipment. We anticipate shipping 
these wines by spring 2018. The Tanners 
Super Douro autumn 2017.

Storage
Wines purchased from Tanners by the 
case can be stored in bond.

More information
Please ring John, Robin, Graham or 
Rachel on 01743 234455 for advice.

 “the quality of tannins in 
2015 is great - ripe and 
smooth”

“2015 is a thrilling, fabulous vintage”
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Duorum Project, Castelo Melhor
A beautiful morning to kick-off our week, but it soon got very hot as we toured the estate, down through the vineyards to the river, 
the long disused railway station buildings and the infamous, much photographed by us bridge! They are committed to a program of 
conservation here and there is a tangible feeling that everything is growing and improving together. A very famous Bordeaux estate 
has purchased the neighbouring vineyard.
l   Duorum Colheita Branco 2016 DPW03816 6bts £39
An impressive wine based on Rabigato, Viosinho, Verdelho and Códega (aka Roupeiro). Lively grapefruit, almond, peach and toast 
on the nose; pineapple, vanilla and cooked apricot on the palate. This spends around five months in French oak, with around 30% 
kept in stainless steel; a serious wine with great fruit, herby elements, a silky texture and a fresh finish. From 2017 to 2019.

l   Duorum Old Vines Reserva 2015 DPR04615 6bts £120
Very old vines contribute immense weight, density and floral richness here; more chocolate, gorgeous sweet blackberry and cassis 
fruit. More oak too, 100% new barrels, but the wine has gobbled it up. So, so impressive and it was great to see such nuanced 
differences in style between the three reds. João remarked that this is the best Reserva they have made, topping the 2007 and 2011. 
From 2019 to 2025.

Looking up the valley across the Duorum vineyards and the infamous bridge. First taste for us of the remarkable Tanners Super Douro.

l   Tanners Super Douro Reserva 2015 DPR07915 6bts £42
We are delighted with this new release, and are thrilled to launch it in this offer.
Rich and concentrated, with great depth and well-defined notes of spice and flowers, pressed violets, blueberries and a cool mineral 
vein. More restrained than the red Colheita, a little more forward than the Reserva, it oozes charm and has plentiful fine tannins 
which should ensure some cellaring potential too. From 2017 to 2021. (This will be shipped before Christmas 2017)

NEW
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Aiden Schwarzer, John Melhuish and Simon Jones wait patiently for lunch with ... ... Cristiano Van Zeller!

Quinta Vale Dona Maria, Sarzedinho
Cristiano was in fine form for our visit and greeted us cheerily before showing us some parcels from tank and cask. After a proper 
run-through of the 2015 reds and 2016 whites, we took a stroll up to the house amongst the vines for lunch and a chance to pair the 
wines we had tasted with local food.
l   Three Valleys White VVV 2016 DPW04216 6bts £78
A field blend from the Murça district with a good dose of Códega, 100% barrel fermented in 2nd and 3rd year-old wood. Expressive 
floral notes of orange blossom and lemon citrus; very bright, poised and perfectly dry, with good depth, a little creaminess to the core 
and long mineral flavours. From 2017 to 2021.
l   Vale D. Maria Vinha de Martim White 2016 DPW04716 6bts £198
A new white, as seems to be something of a tradition for our visits! This is a field blend of 10 varieties (based on Rabigato) from a 
north-facing, 80-year-old 1Ha vineyard at 400-500m in the Cima Corgo. Full-flavoured, weighty and very well-balanced with a 
peachy character to the nose, notes of greengage and bright citrus on the palate, touch of oak and a nice mineral quality throughout. 
From 2018 to 2023.
l   Three Valleys Red VVV 2015 DPR07415 6bts £78
Mostly Torto valley, a field blend of 60 year old vines from three sites, matured in two-to-five year-old barrels. Ripe raspberry and 
black cherry fruit, with soft spices and a little mint – all very well-balanced, with good depth and a welcome firmness to the tannins. 
From 2017 to 2025.
l   Quinta Vale D. Maria 2015 DPR01315 6bts £165
This is the wine that started our Douro odyssey and it continues to impress. From a 9Ha plot, part of the original quinta and a true 
field blend of 41 varieties! Fermented in lagares, this continues a trend towards a more elegant QVDM; fresh and spicy nose, with 
soft ripe fruit, good tension and grippy tannins that promise long evolution in bottle. From 2018 to 2030.
l   Curriculum Vitae 2015 DPR01215 6bts* £264
Mostly Tinta Roriz and Tinta Barocca this shows more chocolate-like notes, with some tar, smoke and rich black fruit. Big and spicy, 
with good flesh and juicy acidity; a rather open and generous CV this year. From 2020 to 2030.
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Wine & Soul, Pinhão
Lots of development to report here: the “Bat Cave” had a new roof, so it has lost John Melhuish’s moniker for the time being! The 
office at Pintas is being developed and should host a really smart HQ and tasting room soon; and we spent a little time concocting a 
potential forty-year-old Tawny Port with Jorge Borges for this coming Christmas, fingers crossed!
l   Pintas Guru Branco 2016 DPW02516 6bts £96
We tasted a pre-fined version that displayed some wonderfully pure pear and apple fruit, very well-integrated oak, great mineral 
expression, some pithy citrus and herby elements and a long dry finish. From a 3Ha vineyard that Sandra and Jorge now own. From 
2017 to 2025.
l   Pintas Character 2015 DPR01715 6bts £96
Easy to drink, but deeper and it builds on a firm structure. Lovely minerality here and super balance with very pretty, darker, spicy 
blackberry fruit character that remains wonderfully juicy. From 2018 to 2024.
l   Quinta da Manoella Vinhas Velhas 2015 DPR07715 6bts* £264
‘VV’ indeed, the vines are over 100 years old! Jorge was delighted with the structure here, stating the “quality of tannins in 2015 is 
great - ripe and smooth”. An impressive effort of great depth, this is big and structured with some intriguing high-toned touches to 
the gorgeously ripe blueberry fruit. Foot-trodden in granite lagares and matured in new and one-year-old French barriques for 20 
months. From 2019 to 2030+.
l   Pintas 2015 DPR02915 6bts* £264
This has always been a huge favourite of ours, and it is a stand-out wine for the region, but even great wines can be improved upon; 
much fresher and more elegant than it was a decade ago. Superb weight of rich cassis fruit, very fine acidity, complex herby touches 
and seamless oak integration. From 2019 to 2030.

Vineyards at ManoellaThe Tanners team gets the full view  
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Quinta do Passadouro, Pinhão
We tasted a range of 2014s along with some older bottles and oddities during a late dinner at Passadouro with Jorge Borges, 
rounding off the Upper Douro part of our trip very nicely. The 2015s arrived in Shrewsbury just in time, so here we have garnered a 
greater consensus of these excellent wines.
l   Passa Branco 2016 DPW04016 6bts £27
Rabigato and Códega do Larinho are combined to produce a fresh and round blossom-scented aromatic white; crisp with nice length 
and mineral character, greengage and a slice of lime. This harmonious wine is wonderful value - drink it young. From 2017 to 2019.
l   Passa Red 2015 DPR05815 6bts £27
Vibrant and fresh, this blend of Touriga Franca, Tinta Roriz and Touriga Nacional is all pleasure. A plummy nose with redcurrant 
fruit, firm but ripe tannins and a long juicy finish. From 2017 to 2021.
l   Quinta do Passadouro 2015 DPR00815 6bts £48
Cassis and mint on the nose along with a touch of spice, blueberry muffin and fresh blackberries in the mouth, with a touch of 
mocha, again the tannins are noticeable but very smooth and round. Everything is in balance, very good. From 2017 to 2022.
l   Touriga Franca, Quinta do Passadouro 2015 DPR07515 6bts £78
It is surprising that there are not more Touriga Franca single varietals; despite taking second billing to Touriga Nacional it is Franca 
that gives aroma and black fruit character to the blends, and is compared with Malbec or Merlot as a stand-alone wine. It was 
particularly successful in 2015; big structure, big flavours of blackberries and blueberry, given a little time this will delight. From 
2018 to 2025.

Niepoort, Têdo
We were very well looked-after by Gabriela Santos as Dirk was off somewhere. Quinta de Nápoles has a few tricks up its sleeve, not 
least Dirk’s hidden staircase cellar in the reception lobby floor, and the views from the terrace offer a microcosm of the Douro’s varied 
valleys and aspects. It quickly becomes clear how some of these wines can be so vastly different to anybody else’s Douro wines.
l   Drink Me White 2016 DPW03916 6bts £36
This is a blend of 15 to 40-year-old Rabigato, Voisinho, Arinto (and a few others) all grown at altitude. Just 7% of the blend sees a 
little oak, which gives a touch of creaminess to delicious apple and pear fruit flavours; it is eminently drinkable. From 2017 to 2018.
l   Tiara 2016 DPW03116 6bts £90
Tiara sparkled! Códega features prominently in this blend, which was fermented in enormous old foudres, before resting in old wood 
for 12 months. Steely, floral-tinged and very precise citrusy aromas that really do scream Riesling. Bright and lively, perfectly elegant 
and weighty too, with notably good length. Really smart stuff and a must buy. From 2017 to 2022.
l   Redoma Branco Reserva 2016 DPW04816 6bts £144
The regular bottling of Redoma is delicious, but this Reserva, their best selection from 40 to 100-year-old vines (60% base of 
Rabigato), really impressed us. There is greater richness to the nose, more toast, notes of almond and lemon curd; the palate is fuller, 
more textured and peachier with hints of angelica and great mineral expression. From 2018 to 2028.

Jorge Borges surveys his domaine!
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l   Coche Branco 2015 DPW04315 6bts* £330
There are many Burgundian look-a-likes out there, but consider something that is this good (and by good read incredible), which is 
produced from indigenous varieties… wow! Principally Rabigato, Codega and Arinto, grown on granite soils at an altitude of 690-
750m; fermented in used French barriques, full malolactic fermentation in oak, and then 12 months maturation in barrels. Coche is 
a considered, mineral-driven, fresh and lithe white with an exquisite floral quality, very pure citrus and peach fruit, a little smoke and 
flint and some butter richness. Intense, concentrated, complex, textured, mineral and long. That’s a full house, isn’t it? From 2019 to 
2025.
l   Redoma 2015 DPR01515 6bts £141
Very forward and full of sweet red fruits, especially raspberry, with some crunchy tannins and a little smoke. Fresh and elegant in the 
mouth, very juicy and rounded with more red fruit flavours. This epitomises the elegant style of Niepoort, but don’t be fooled into 
thinking it simplistic, it does improve nicely over the short to medium term. From 2018 to 2022.
l   Batuta 2015 DPR01615 6bts* £270
The grapes are sourced from an old, north-facing, high altitude vineyard at Quinta do Carril, with a parcel of 100+ year-old vines 
from close to Nápoles. Batuta is another lesson in elegance and restraint: long, slow and delicate extraction is the key, producing 
velvety tannins and creamy plum and loganberry fruit. Pretty, juicy and fresh with some guts and rich colour, thanks to the Souzão 
grape. From 2018 to 2028.
l   Charme 2015 DPR03315 6bts* £282
A field-blend of old vine fruit from a north-facing vineyard, foot-trodden in lagares, before completing fermentation in wood (70% 
used). Truly Burgundian, and arguably more ‘Pinot’ than his experimental Pinot Noir downstairs! Gorgeous, silky raspberry and 
cherry fruit with a touch of vanilla and wood spice here and there. Lovely mouth feel, great texture and impressive length. With the 
eye-watering prices of grand cru red burgundy, this is well worth a look. From 2020 to 2032.
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Symington Estates
Back to Vila Nova de Gaia and the Port lodges to taste the Symington range with some old friends. The mood was excellent here, 
with three of the winemaking team proudly showing us their range. Three sets of wines are made here: Quinta do Ataíde sits in a 
small valley to the extreme North-East of the Douro region, a little cooler than the Douro Superior, with some unique soils and 
around 500mm of rain per year; the reds from exceptional Quinta do Vesuvio estate; and at Quinta do Roriz wines are made in 
conjunction with Bruno Prats.
l   Quinta do Ataíde 2015 DPR08015 6bts £48
Pretty cherry Bakewell aromas become a little more savoury, with earthy blackberry, elderberry and smoked game, suggesting a 
northern Rhône Syrah. On the full side of medium-bodied, with good density, some chewy tannins and a creamier, softer quality 
than the ‘crunchy’ character we so often see at this property. A classic blend of Touriga Nacional, Touriga Franca, Tinta Barocca, 
Tinta Cão and Tinta Roriz, fermented in steel, mature in large French oak barrels before bottling. From 2018 to 2025.
l   Quinta do Ataíde, Vinho do Arco 2015 DPR08115 6bts £90
Part-fermented in new French oak barriques, the whole is matured for 10 months in 400 litre French oak barrels before bottling. It 
is 100% Touriga Nacional and only 1,000 cases are produced. Deep, dark and glossy with lovely fragrant notes of black fruit and 
camphor. Full-bodied, rich and creamy with juicy sweet flavours of raspberry and blackcurrant, supported by some attractive new 
oak. Structured and intense, we expect this will mature nicely. From 2019 to 2026.
l   Pombal do Vesuvio 2015 DPR04015 6bts £87
An intriguing wildness here that gives dimension to the sweeter elements: minty black fruit, sweet berries, a little game, herby sage 
and notes of balsamic. 50% Touriga Nacional, 45% Touriga Franca and 5% Tinta Amarela that only sees second-year French oak 
barrels and barriques. Complex, concentrated, powerful and very long. From 2018 to 2026.
l   Quinta do Vesuvio, Tinto 2015 DPR04115 6bts £210
Dark and focused on the nose, with very pure black fruits framed by graphite, ink and hinting at dried fruits too. The fruit quality 
is positively creamy, overlaying a rather structured and savoury Vesuvio that offers a little sappiness too, thanks to this north-facing 
high-altitude site. An elegant, yet clearly powerful blend based on Touriga Nacional, with Touriga Franca and a touch of Tinta 
Amarela. It will reward the patient. From 2022 to 2030+.

Prats and Symington, P + S
The joint venture between the Symingtons and Bruno Prats from Bordeaux continues to produce delicious, high quality wines. The 
principal quintas are Quinta da Perdiz, producing the rich core ‘stuffing’ of the wines, with the more schistous Quinta de Roriz 
adding backbone to the blends. 
l   Post Scriptum de Chryseia 2015 DPR02515 6bts £87
More Franca this year, up to 47%, with Touriga Nacional down to 53%, 12 months in large 400 litre French oak barrels. As always, 
this is supremely crafted wine and the Franca is really showing off this year, further boosting the aromatic charm of PS. Very spicy 
with some smoky oak and notes of lavender, clove, a little coconut and some leafy touches. Brilliant, complex and serious, of course, 
but so juicy too. From 2018 to 2024.
l   Chryseia 2015 DPR02315 6bts* £240
Quite possibly the wine of the offer, a magnificent effort based on 65% Touriga Nacional and 35% Touriga Franca, with a little 
longer in oak than PS, plus six months in bottle before release. Full-bodied, powerful yet elegant and showing some wood, the fruit 
levels are sublime, there is a juiciness and long claret-like flavours. The balance is remarkable, and so it is hard to resist now, but it 
will reward cellaring, ‘a great wine’. From 2022 to 2040.
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Churchill Estates
We tasted in the elegant dining room above Johnny Graham’s new visitor area in Vila Nova de Gaia, with lovely views over the 
river to Porto. He told us of the near completion of work restoring the Quinta at Gricha and his desire to acquire more white wine 
vineyards.
l   Churchill Estates Red 2015 DPR00215 6bts £39
Rich plum, cassis and some wild cherry fruit, quite spicy and peppery in parts too and we loved the lively acidity here. Nicely 
weighted, on the richer side of medium-bodied, rather easy-going and bit of a charmer this year, it ought to provide a little cellaring 
potential too. From 2017 to 2022.
l   Churchill Estates Touriga Nacional 2015 DPR04315 6bts £69
Only used 500 litre barrels here, to support and best show off the quality of Touriga Nacional. Deep, mature nose tinged with floral 
notes, blueberry, wild basil and even some citrus. The tannins are in check, there are heaps of black cherry, soft fruit and mineral 
flavours and ample spicy, herby elements; it is very long. From 2018 to 2023.
l   Churchill Estates Grande Reserva 2015 DPR05015 6bts £108
A field blend from four plots, with an average vine age of 60-70 years, matured in new 500 litre French oak barrels. Great density, 
with a compote and cream quality to the fruit that evokes plum crumble; quite minty with some darker damson and cassis fruit 
too, the tannins are firmer than the Touriga Nacional but not at all aggressive and we liked the minerality that comes through. Very 
complete and rather smart. From 2020 to 2030+.

* The wines marked with an asterisk may be available in smaller quantities, please enquire.

Decisions being made with Johnny Graham, far end of the table.


