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At dawn looking across the Valley from Quinta do Noval

The Wines 
Ahead of our trip rumours were rife 
suggesting a general declaration of 
2015s. While the quality has proved to 
be excellent, some of the houses felt – 
perhaps in light of the incredible 2011 
vintage, that 2015 just lacked that extra 
dimension and edge that should be a 
prerequisite for declaration. The small 
number of releases that have been made 
are wonderful, and there is some great 
variety amongst them.

Are they worth buying? DEFINITELY! 
The prices are attractive and the results 

are impressive. Touriga Franca shone 
as a variety giving the wines freshness, 
with Touriga Nacional adding superb 
aromatics, intensity and weight.

The Cockburn, celebrating 200 years, 
is every bit as good as 2011 in our 

opinion, and Niepoort’s organic Bioma 
was brilliant, way ahead of any previous 
release! Dow’s Ports are in great demand 
following their spectacular 100 points in 
2011. Those three will be in great demand 
along with Graham’s Stone Terraces. 
The trio from Taylor-Fladgate, as you 
would expect, have great elegance and are 
exceptionally well-priced. Quinta Vale D 
Maria will drink well young, a practice 
of which we wholeheartedly approve. 
Vesuvio is stunning and beautifully 
packaged.  Making up the dozen releases 
is Johnny Graham’s Quinta da Gricha, a 
blueberry-imbued beauty.

In years gone by, including the 
declared vintages, detailed information 
on the blends, the grape varieties and 
vineyard sources has been lacking, but 
we were delighted to find the growers 
and winemakers much more open. It 
is clear that experience and technology 
are resulting in wines with much greater 
freshness, purer fruit, better clarity and 
more supple tannins.  

Port is no longer something to be 

stowed away for the next generation – it 
is utterly delicious, forward, and a joy to 
taste and to drink young and, with an 
increased focus on site selection, these 
wines really offer a sense of place that was 
perhaps missing in older vintages.

The Weather
A dry and cold winter, that had been 
preceded by abundant rain, was followed 
by a very hot, dry spring and summer. 
This led to an early harvest, starting 
at the beginning of September in the 
higher vineyards, of healthy grapes. More 
exposed, lower altitude sites benefitted 
from some rainfall in mid-September, and 
cooler weather prior to picking allowed a 
slower maturation with slightly overripe 
grapes picked in early October. At Vesuvio 
there was some rain in May.

Lying Abroad:
What does it mean?
All the 2015 wines in this offer are 
offered ‘Lying Abroad’. This means 
that you pay for the wine itself when 
you place your order and the duty and 
shipping (currently £3.75 ex VAT per 
75cl bottle for mainland UK delivery) 
and VAT at the prevailing rates on the 
whole at the time of shipment. We 
anticipate shipping these wines in late 
2017 or early 2018.

Storage
Wines purchased from Tanners by the 
case can be stored under bond.

More information
Please ring John, Robin, Graham or 
Rachel on 01743 234455 for advice.

the best Touriga Franca in 
memory 

“vibrant fruit and velvety 
tannins”
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Johnny Graham pensively surveying his superb 2015’s David Guimaraens with our own Simon Jones

Croft Quinta da Roêda DVP02215 6bts £78
Quite vinous and sophisticated on the nose, floral too, with notes of dry chocolate, orange bitters and elderberries. One for early 
drinking, although we know how well this does with 10-15 years behind it, and what a fantastic price! From 2020 to 2028.
Halves and larger bottles available (prices online)

Fonseca Guimaraens DVP03915 6bts £132
An impressive effort, quite masculine, rich and powerful with a complex aromatic mix of rose, woody herbs, plum and sweet 
elderberry. Great depth and concentration, Guimaraens is the same blend as the “classic” vintage. From 2022 to 2035.
Halves and larger bottles available (prices online)

Churchill’s Quinta da Gricha DVP04115 6bts £132
The fully restored Quinta da Gricha provides the grapes for Johnny Graham’s impressive range of table wines. The Port always has 
a delightful blueberry character; it reminded us of a muffin with a creamy character, delightful vibrancy, smooth structure and well-
balanced sweetness. Very good. From 2022 to 2030.

Taylor’s Quinta de Vargellas DVP02015 6bts £132
Vargellas is the backbone of Taylor’s Vintage Ports, and here you can experience the power and finesse it brings to the blend. Silky 
smooth, great aromatic intensity, some salinity along with notes of bitter chocolate and blueberry fruit. One to keep for a classic 
vintage Port experience. From 2027 to 2035.
Halves and larger bottles available (prices online)

Fladgate Vintage Collection Trio Pack DVP09215 3bts £73
Containing one bottle of the Croft, Fonseca and Taylor’s Ports in this offer.

The sun rises on Taylor’s vineyard Cristiano Van Zeller enjoying 2015 Port with his coffee
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Symingtons have lifted Cockburn’s into the Premier League Simply stunning Ports at Symingtons’

Quinta Vale D Maria DVP05215 6bts £150
Cristiano van Zeller was in great form and lunch on his terrace was a real treat! The 2015 Port is produced in the traditional manner 
in lagares, and his vineyards of old vines are a ‘field blend’ of up to 41 different varieties. Cherry and camphor, notes of rock rose; 
very smooth and unctuous; impressive silky tannins. One to enjoy young or midterm. From 2022 to 2030.

Dow’s Quinta de Senhora da Ribeira DVP05615 6bts £174
Dow is a “hot ticket” since their 100 point award in 2011. Small production in 2015, and this is the biggest of the Symington 
quartet: highly expressive, full, rich and powerful; perfumed and inky, touches of rock rose and saline minerals, chocolate, black 
cherry and firm tannins; typical Dow. Please hurry if you want some, it is boxed in smart, flat 6 bottle wooden presentation cases. 
From 2025 to 2035.
Tiny quantity of  magnums available (please enquire)

Cockburn’s DVP03115 6bts £210
An exceptional “Bi-centenary” Cockburn’s that shows the rewards being reaped by the Symingtons since they acquired the house in 
2010. Charles Symington declares it, “the best Touriga Franca in memory,” which gives the wine a floral and fresh character with 
Touriga Nacional providing power and velvety tannins. Incredibly fruity, vibrant red cherries, elderberries and black plums it is a 
great Cockburn and a star of the vintage. From 2025 to 2040.
Very limited quantity of  magnums and double magnums (please enquire)

Quinta do Vesuvio DVP01715 6bts £210
A very impressive Vesuvio, still foot trodden by teams of 50 working through the night. Dark, sweet, round, black fruited, jammy 
blueberries, fresh and balanced; it has 10% Sousão providing interesting minerality. Another star of the vintage (95 points from 
James Suckling) and a good anniversary choice in its super-smart box. From 2025 to 2038.

Porto with the Port lodges of Vila Nova de Gaia in the foreground
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Tasting on the terrace at Niepoort is always a treat Early morning at Quinta do Noval, olive trees and vines

Niepoort DVP06315 6bts £240
Both Dirk Niepoort’s 2015 Ports shone; this was dense and a little tight, showing some liquorice and very pure cassis fruit.  There is 
masses of fruit beneath the hood here, lovely weight, great elegance and velvety tannins. Proper stuff! From 2025 to 2035.
Halves and some large sizes available (prices online)

Niepoort Bioma DVP09715 3bts £132
Produced from 80 year old vines in the organic, south-facing Pisca vineyard, and matured in pipes for 30-32 months before bottling 
– eight months later than the classic vintage, which kick starts its development. This is really intense, enticing blackcurrant fruit, very 
deep and long with some spicy oxidative elements. Superb and top marks! From 2025 to 2035. 
(Niepoort Bioma will not be shipped until 2019)

Quinta do Noval DVP03415 6bts £312
Although we stayed at Quinta do Noval, the vintage had not been declared. Christian Seely has now done so, stating: “2015 was a 
year where wines of great quality were relatively abundant,” and adding that the vintage has, “great aromatic intensity and purity 
of fruit. The nose has wild spicy black pepper notes, with great freshness and balance on the palate. There is an underlying strong 
tannic backbone.” From 2023 to 2035.

Graham’s Stone Terraces DVP09915 3bts £300
A single vineyard Port and very rare with only 400 cases produced - a mere 2% of the quinta’s production! Jancis Robinson called 
the first release in 2011, “a masterpiece”. It is predominantly young Touriga Nacional vines with the location producing a distinctive 
floral, fresh, fruity wine, full of minty, cystus or rock rose and red and black fruits. A very suitable wine to celebrate Graham’s recent 
Royal Warrant! From 2022 to 2030.

Makes a change from dogs, happy pigs at Noval The lazy way to travel down the Douro


