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Go by the grower
The important thing in the Southern 
Rhône is not to get too hung up 
on the appellations. Good and bad 
wines are produced in most areas so 
the grower is much more important. 
I remember a grower ringing me 
delighted to say that he was covered 
by one of the new, but obscure 
and difficult to pronounce village 
appellations. I had to let him down 
gently, noting that this wouldn’t 
make a great deal of difference to 
sales but that his consistency of soft, 
fruity, good value wines would.

The Cave Coteaux du Rhône 
co-operative at Sérignan is a fine 
example of a reliably good producer. 
With the affable Xavier Moreau at 
the helm, it is very much part of 
village life and a visit there can take 
some time as people come in to fill 
up their containers and pass the 
time of day. The Côtes du Rhône 
(a) here exemplifies the soft and 
easy style with a touch of pepper 
and spice that makes this region’s 
wines so appealing. If you want a 
bit more weight and depth, try their 
Arbouse (b). It’s from the snappily 

named ‘Massif  d’Uchaux’ but the 
important thing here is full, brambly 
fruit and soft tannins.

Beside Châteauneuf
Moving south of Orange, the village 
of Bédarrides – at the edge of the 
Châteauneuf – is where the Gonnet 
family is based, at the property 
formerly known as Font de Michelle 
but now renamed Domaine Font 
du Vent. We’ll come back to the 
Châteauneuf later on, but Guillaume 
Gonnet also runs a small négociant 
business, buying wine from people 
he grew up with. Having trained in 
Australia, and with his Australian 
wife Kelly working with him, he 
knows the importance of making 
easy, fruit-forward wines and we’re 
delighted with the quality of our 

Great Value Southern Rhône

Mathilde & father Alex Suter of Domaine de l'Amandine
with Tanners' Stephen Crosland (right) discovering their hugely attractive red 

wines

Châteauneuf-du-Pape is the best known name in the Southern 
Rhône, writes Stephen Crosland, but the region is packed full of soft, 

fruity, easy-drinking wines from a great variety of appellations. There 
are also bigger, more structured wines that are very good alternatives to 
Châteauneuf. The style of the reds is very suited to modern palates. The 
widely used Grenache grape gives lots of soft red fruit, well ripened in the 
hot, dry climate backed up with the spicy fruit of the Syrah (Shiraz) and 
the black fruit and structure of the Mourvèdre. The warm climate and 
drying nature of the Mistral wind ensures healthy grapes too. 

Tiny models displayed at Cave Coteaux du Rhône
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Tanners Rhône Valley Red (c) 
produced here. This comes mainly 
from a vineyard on the west bank of 
the Rhône near to Tavel – a vineyard 
that is in conversion to organic 
viticulture – and has a lovely summer 
fruit character with underlying hints 
of spice and a juiciness that makes 
you want to go back for more. Also 
from Guillaume is the La Jeanette 
Côtes du Ventoux (d): another 
gorgeously fruity red, perhaps a 
bit more straightforward than the 
Tanners own label, but which is full 
of immediate drinking appeal.

Immediately appealing
Continuing this theme is Château 
Courac on the west bank of the 
Rhône. Here Joséphine and Frédéric 
Arnaud have done wonders since 
taking over a large, but very run down 
property in 1995. They have sensibly 
concentrated on a small number of 
wines and we’ve always thought that 
the mid-range Laudun (e) (the name 
of the village) offers the best value. 
But like all good producers, everything 
they make is always good, rather than 
by chance making a decent wine now 
and again. It’s why we always try and 
find this kind of grower and stay with 
them over many years, confident 
that they will always produce quality. 
The Laudun has excellent black 
fruits, together with a herby garrigue 
character that you often find in wines 
grown on this side of the river. It can 
be approached young but also has the 
capacity to age for the short term.

Also on this side of the river is the 
vineyard from which brother and 
sister Marie and François Giraud of 
Domaine Giraud in Châteauneuf 
make their Vieilles Vignes Côtes du 
Rhône (f ). A humble appellation but 
this just shows how it’s the producer 
that counts. The Girauds are rising 
stars of Châteauneuf, their wines 
made in a supple and fruit-driven 
style but with everything in great 
balance, swish and harmonious. This 
is actually from a vineyard in Lirac 
and is full and complex with black 
fruit, herb and liquorice flavours.

We now move back over the Rhône 
and up the valley of the L’Ouvèze 

river and the plain around it – home 
to some excellent value wines. In 
Séguret, Domaine de l’Amandine 
make their Côtes du Rhône-Villages 
(g) deliciously soft and supple. 
There’s nothing desperately complex, 
but it’s just hugely approachable 
with attractive red fruits, good 
concentration and a soft, generous 
style.

Glorious Rasteau
Nearby is the village of Rasteau. 
There is more clay in the soil here 
and the wines are generally powerful 
and rich due to this and the sunny 
exposure. Frédéric Romero at 

Côtes du Rhône, Vieilles 
Vignes, Cave Coteaux du 
Rhône (a)
Spicy plum fruit a hint of 
black pepper and soft tannins. 
14% 
Bin No: RR13417  
£8.30  £7.30 special offer

Arbouse, Massif d'Uchaux 
Côtes du Rhône-Villages, 
Cave Coteaux du Rhône (b)
Rich fruit and silky texture with 
cherry and blackberry and spicy 
length. 13.5%
Bin No: RR12215  
£9.70  £8.20 special offer

Séguret vineyards with the Dentelles de Montmirail beyond

Tanners Rhône Valley  
Red, Côtes du Rhône (c)
Red summer fruits, round 
and soft, juicy with a touch of 
peppery spice. 14.5%
Bin No: RR00116   
£10.80 
or £9.20 when you buy 6

Ventoux La Jeanette, Famille 
Gonnet (d)
Rich, fruity and nicely structured 
with red and black fruit. 13.5%
Bin No: RR10716  
£9.90

IN THE 
PRESS  Tanners Rhône Valley 

Red 2016

“delicious with a pure hint of 
raspberry fruit. Rich and juicy, 
it is also poised and fresh with 

spice and chargrilled notes 
behind the fruit”

Hamish Anderson,  
The Sunday  

Telegraph Magazine,  
August 2018
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Domaine la Soumade is one of the 
top producers here with his wines 
having an intensity and depth that 
you generally only find in more 
expensive wines. Unusually for this 
part of the world, he uses a top 
Bordeaux consultant, Stéphane 
Derenoncourt, who works with 
Frédéric especially on the blending. 
The village Rasteau (h) is a great 
example of the style, with great depth 
of black fruit and good, ripe tannins. 
It’s a big, powerful wine with terrific 
balance.

Close by is Domaine La Collière 
run by the ever cheerful Georges 
Perrot. The style here is totally 
different, with their wines, including 
their Côtes du Rhône (i), having a 
more Burgundian feel to them, with 
a deliciously fresh edge to the juicy 
fruit.

While the region is best known 
for its red wines, the quality whites 
(predominantly from Marsanne, 
Roussanne and Grenache Blanc) 
deserve an honourable mention. One 
of the best examples is made by the 
Perrin family – owners of Château 
de Beaucastel and another top 
producer to have a sideline négociant 
business although increasingly they 
are sourcing from vineyards which 
they own. Their White Réserve (j) 
has soft and rounded greengage and 
apricot fruit with hints of nuts and 
toasted bread.

Côtes-du-Rhône Vieilles 
Vignes, Les Sables d'Arène, 
Domaine Giraud (f)
Lovely, pure wine with great red 
and black fruit character and very 
fine tannins. 15%
Bin No: RR13616  
£16.95

Domaine de l'Amandine, 
Séguret Côtes du Rhône-
Villages (g)
Ripe cherry, spicy cranberries, 
redcurrants and juicy black fruit. 
Delicious. 13.5%
Bin No: RR13515 
£11.50

Rasteau, Domaine la 
Soumade, André Roméro (h)
Plenty of ripe black and red 
fruits, juicy and fresh with good 
structure and a long finish. 14.5%
Bin No: RR02216  
£16.95  £15.50 special offer

Côtes du Rhône,  
Domaine La Collière (i)
A juicy and elegant wine with 
fresh fruit flavours, blackberries, 
rounded, soft and silky tannins. 
14.5%
Bin No: RR12916 
£11.60

Domaine la Soumade, producing big, bold Rasteau

Côtes-du-Rhône White 
Reserve, Famille Perrin (j)
Elegant toasty aromas lead 
to a full-flavoured, greengage 
character. 13%
Bin No: RW00217 
£12.95

Château Courac, Laudun 
Côtes du Rhône-Villages (e)
Succulent, ripe, supple sweet fruit 
with hints of cassis, damson, cherry 
and herby undertones. 14%
Bin No: RR01115  
£12.50  £10.50 special offer

NEW

Joséphine Arnaud of Château Courac
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The wines of Clos des Cazaux 
have long been favourites of ours, 
another example of a consistent 
producer making good wines year 
in, year out. Run by brothers Jean-
Michel and Frédéric Vache, a perfect 
combination of exuberance and 
quiet determination, they produce 
wines with have good structure and 
elegance which will age but can also 
be approached relatively young. The 
Vacqueyras (k) is predominantly Syrah 
with elegant, brambly fruit while the 
Gigondas (l) is based on Grenache and 
is full and powerful.

In a softer style, Guillaume Gonnet 
also makes Gigondas (m), sourced 
from an individual vineyard belonging 
to an old friend of his. This is also 
based on Grenache and has plenty 
of red and black fruits, with fullness, 
concentration and soft tannins.

Look out also for the wines from 
Domaine du Cayron, run by the 

Faraud sisters, full of almost exotic 
soft fruit, and the Brunier’s Pallières 
with its herb and liquorice character. 
Both are currently in short supply due 
to small harvests and are generally 
available on our en primeur offers.

Finally, the most famous name of 
all, Châteauneuf-du-Pape. This is 
a big appellation with a lot of wine 
produced, varying in style and quality. 
It’s therefore important to be certain 
of what you’re buying, especially at the 
cheaper end. Domaine Roger Perrin 
is a family estate, distant relations of 
the Perrins of Beaucastel. Today it is 
run by Xavier Rolin who has put in 
much hard work to improve the wines 
made at the estate and establish a 
reputation, with the result that their 
basic Galets de la Berthaude (n) 
over-delivers at its price, with bags of 
intensity and depth of flavour.

Gigondas, L'Olivia, Famille 
Gonnet Rhône Selection 
(m)
This wine has gorgeous spiced 
damson fruit with velvety smooth 
tannins. 14.5%
Bin No: RR11815 
£22.50  £19.00 special offer

Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Les 
Galets de la Berthaude, 
Roger Perrin (n)
A superb Châteauneuf, with ripe 
bramble and subtle herby notes. 
14.5%
Bin No: RR13216  
£19.95

Gigondas, Vacqueyras and 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape

Gigondas, Cuvée de la Tour 
Sarrasine, Domaine Le 
Clos des Cazaux (l)
A delicious herby mouthful with 
concentrated, sweet summer 
pudding berries. 14.8%
Bin No: RR03515 
£18.95

Vacqueyras, Cuvée des 
Templiers, Domaine Le 
Clos des Cazaux (k)
Wonderful deep red in colour, 
with aromas of red fruits and 
hints of leather. 14%
Bin No: RR03415 
£17.50  £15.50 special offer

These are the three best known appellations of the region, with 
Gigondas and Vacqueyras often cited as providing ‘cheaper’ 

alternatives to Châteauneuf which is rather unfair as their wines are 
distinctive and characterful in their own right. 

In Châteauneuf-du-Pape

Jean-Michel Vache of Domaine Le Clos des Cazaux
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Based just north of Tain L’Hermitage in 
an old 18th century ‘boatman’s lodge’, 
the Mucyn family have been making 
wine since 2001 with Hélène looking 
after the vineyards and Jean-Pierre the 
winemaking. Mainly Crozes-Hermitage 
but now with a bit of Saint-Joseph, 
Cornas and Vin de Pays these are 
elegant and fruity wines in a distinctly 
Burgundian style with pure red and black 
fruit flavours. Try the Gamsy (o), an 
unusual blend of Gamay and Syrah with 
its vibrant fruit, or the juicy Crozes red 
(p). The white Crozes (q) is produced 
in very small quantities in a barrel cellar 
under the house and has wonderful white 
flower and peach flavours.

Also producing excellent Crozes is the 
small co-operative Cave de Clairmont 
at Beaumont-Monteux in the south of 
the appellation which is a union of seven 
families. Its Crozes-Hermitage (r) is a bit 
fuller and chunkier than that of Mucyn.

To complete our set of Crozes 
producers, we have the old established 

house of Chapoutier.  Their 
Meysonniers (s) is organically certified 
and has wonderful zippy red fruits.  Try 
all three and see how different producers 
can interpret the same appellation.

Northern Rhône
The Northern Rhône is very different to the South in terms of grape 

variety, climate and winemaking techniques, but it can still deliver 
excellent value for money. 

Succulent Rhônes Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
l  Côtes du Rhône, V V, Cave Coteaux du Rhône (a)

l  Ventoux La Jeanette, Famille Gonnet (d)

l  Dom de l'Amandine, Séguret Côtes du Rhône-Villages (g)

£52 Bin No: ZS2085

Saving £7.40 against full price 

      

Domaine Mucyn, Gamsy,  
IGP Collines Rhodaniennes (o)
This soft and appealing wine is 
dominated by red berry fruit and 
is surprisingly intense. 12.5%
Bin No: RR04816 
£12.30  £11.00 special offer

Crozes-Hermitage Rouge, 
Les Entrecoeurs, Domaine 
Mucyn (p)
Wonderfully soft and ripe with 
pure cherry fruit and a hint of 
liquorice. 13%
Bin No: RR05116 
£15.95

Crozes-Hermitage Blanc, 
Les Charmeuses, Domaine 
Mucyn (q)
Very attractive, with fresh, 
peachy fruit and attractive spicy, 
nutty notes. 12.8%
Bin No: RW01317 
£16.50

Crozes-Hermitage 
Classique, Cave de 
Clairmont (r)
Overt dark berry fruit over 
a background of soft spice. 
13.5%
Bin No: RR05015 
£13.40

Crozes-Hermitage, Les 
Meysonniers,  
M Chapoutier (s)
A hint of liquorice and a touch 
of tar join bold red and black 
fruit. 13%
Bin No: RR10516 
£17.90  £16.90 special offer

Top-drawer Reds Half Dozen
2 bottles each of:
l  Gigondas, Cuvée de la Tour Sarrasine,  Le Clos des Cazaux (l)
l  Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Les Galets de la Berthaude,  
   Roger Perrin (n) 
l  Crozes-Hermitage Rouge, Les Entrecoeurs, Dom. Mucyn (p)

£99 Bin No: ZS2086

Saving £10.70 against full price
      


