
 

Vintage Port 2017
En Primeur Opening Offer        
JUNE 2019

the 17s have a raw vibrancy  
and intensity   

En Primeur:  What does it mean?
All the 2017 wines in this offer are offered ‘En 
Primeur Lying Abroad’. This means that you pay for 
the wine itself when you place your order and the 
duty (currently £2.98 ex VAT per 75cl bottle for 
mainland UK delivery) and VAT at the prevailing 
rates on the whole at the time of shipment and any 
other applicable tariffs. We anticipate shipping these 
wines in late 2020 and early 2021. 

Storage
Wines purchased from Tanners by the case can be 
stored under bond.

More information - Fine Wine Team
Please ring John, Robin, Graham or Rachel on 01743 
234455 for advice.

The Wines 
2017 is a great year for vintage port. The wines have 
wonderful concentration of fruit together with power and 
depth. They will also develop well over many years. Years 
ending in seven have often been successful with great wines 
made in 2007, 1997, 1977 and 1947; it is also the second 
year of that very rare occurrence, a back to back general 
declaration. Adrian Bridge of Taylor’s says that the last time 
that there was a back to back declaration, in years ending 6 
and 7, was in 1846 and 1847.

So, why should you buy both vintages? They are both 
of excellent quality, but very different in style. The 2016s 
have great elegance and poise while the 17s, from a hotter 
year, have more power and structure.  Johnny Graham of 
Churchill’s says the 16s have, “excellent purity of fruit with 
fine grained tannins” while the 17s have “a raw vibrancy and 

intensity”. Cristiano van Zeller says that the 17s are almost 
an old fashioned style with the deep fruit and big tannins 
while the introduction to the recent Fladgate/Symington/
Noval tasting spoke of, “classic old school Vintage Ports, 
deep and intense”. Johnny Graham emphasised that, despite 
the hot year, these wines have really good acidity which gives 
them the vivacity and vibrancy, together with the balance 
which will enable them to live for a very long time. They 

have very appealing aromas and wonderfully rich and deep 
black fruits. 

Overall, according to Adrian Bridge, 2016 and 2017 are, 
“two of the greatest years ever, of totally different character” 
while Johnny Graham reckons the rarity of a back to back 
declaration means that the second year especially has got to 
be really good. It is!

The Weather
The difference between the two vintages lies in the weather. 
2016 was wetter so is a more traditional, typical year. 2017 
was so dry, as Charles Symington reported, that some of the 
source of the Douro actually dried up for the first time in 
memory. Everything was early, with the harvest starting at 
the end of August. Old vines excel in these conditions and 
the temperatures dropped a bit in August but the resulting 
low yields-20% below average-have led to perfectly matured 
berries giving the concentration, balance and structure you 
can find in the wines. Apart from the vintages listed above, 
there is one other that was so dry that water had to be 
brought into the region by railway tanker but that closely 
follows the weather pattern and growing cycle of 2017...that 
vintage was 1945!

“A vintage of power and structure”
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Tanners DVP00817 6 bts £150
More heft to this vintage compared with the 2016, akin to the 2011 in its classical lines. Good structure with pretty 
blackberry and elderberry fruit over the fine tannins, and there’s lovely balance that makes it extremely attractive to drink 
earlier than other 2017s. Once again it is sourced from Taylor Fladgate. Head winemaker David Guimaraens was brimming 
with praise for the quality of fruit that he put into this blend, “A little cracker of a Vintage Port!” he enthused. 3-25 years.

Quinta Vale D Maria DVP05217 6bts £186
Cristiano showed this alongside the 2016 so it was immediately possible to see the differences between these two superb 
vintages. The cool, pure fruit of the 2016 contrasts with the power and density of the 2017 with its full tannins and big 
structure underneath masses of black fruit. A wine for the long term which will really repay extended ageing. Drink the 2016 
while waiting for the ’17 to mature. 5-20+ years.

Churchill’s Quinta da Gricha DVP04117 6bts £198
As well as Churchill’s, Johnny has also released a small quantity of the single vineyard wine, Quinta da Gricha. This has a 
pretty, eucalyptus nose with blackcurrant and elderberry fruit on the palate. It has good depth and length and although 
the Churchill’s has more density and will be longer lived, this is a very attractive wine with all the hallmarks of the vintage. 
3-15+ years.

Churchill’s DVP04017 6bts £228
Very ripe and dense, with good concentration of black fruits with hints of eucalyptus and mulberries. There is good acidity 
too and this is very complete and well balanced with quite fine tannins on the finish. A very classy wine, superbly balanced 
that will have an excellent future. 5-20+ years.

Pintas  DVP09417 6bts £234 
“For sure this is the best vintage port we have made” declared Jorge Borges. From very old vines, the aromas are black fruit 
and spices, in the mouth an explosion of gorgeous rich fruit flavours, blueberries, sweet cherries, chocolate, and a spicy 
vanilla finish. Very good structure so a long life is assured, but it will drink well young as well. 3-15+ years.

Croft DVP03317 6bts £240
Croft is experiencing a renaissance under the ownership of the Fladgate Partnership and this is a very fine wine indeed with 
nutmeg and cloves on the nose. A big wine for Croft, with concentrated black fruits, elderberry and blackcurrant, it is plump 
and full with good structure and ripe tannins on the finish, but also retains balance and freshness. The 1945 is the most 
famous wine from this property - time will tell if this is to compare. 3-20+ years.

Cockburn’s DVP03117 6bts £240
Bought by the Symingtons in 2010, this is another House which is beginning to return to form. It is a very attractive wine 
with plenty of juicy blackberry fruit, rich and full with hints of liquorice. It also has the traditional Cockburn’s tannins under 
the fruit but they are silky and ripe and the balance suggests it should age very well. 3-20+ years.
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Warre’s DVP02817 6bts £270
A very complex wine with floral aromas and red and black fruits on the palate. There is plenty of concentration of fruit but 
also wonderful freshness and complexity which the Symingtons attribute to higher vineyards (up to 500m) and the high 
percentage of field blend vines used in this wine – over 60%. A field blend contains many different grape varieties planted 
together in a random fashion in the vineyard. Excellent structure again, and will develop many layers over time. 5-20+ years.

Quinta do Vesuvio DVP01717 6bts £270
One of the most impressive estates in the Douro with granite lagares that date from 1827. Much replanting has taken 
place since the Symingtons acquired the property in 1989 but there are still many old vines and field blends to give depth 
and complexity. The 2017 has all the silky intensity typical of this property with wonderful ripe blue and black fruits over 
seamless tannins. It’s so well knit together that the weight and power is not immediately apparent. The nose combines 
rockrose with mint and pepper. Very impressive. 3-20+ years.

Quinta do Noval DVP03417 6bts £321
One of the iconic names of the Douro with the vintage release always being a single quinta wine. Christian Seely, Managing 
Director, emphasises that this doesn’t mean a reduction in complexity as the quinta owns 145 hectares of vineyards in the 
Pinhão and Roncão Valleys on a variety of terroirs. This is an elegant, balanced wine with plenty of attractive red and black 
fruit giving good density and with firm tannic structure showing on the finish and a good spicy feel. Christian thinks, “the 
wilder aromatic character is a feature of this year; we had absolutely no hesitation in declaring it.” 5-20+ years.

Fonseca DVP02417 6bts £321
A wonderful Fonseca, the usual fruity, aromatic minty, juniper nose leading to a palate with masses of soft, silky fruit, 
round and rich with blackberry and cherry fruit and a well-integrated structure of fine, ripe tannins and fresh acidity. Long, 
powerful and complex with the soft fruit well balanced promising a long life. 5-25+ years.

Taylor’s DVP02517 6bts £327
A restrained, complex and complete wine of immerse quality. Silky and pure with violets and liquorice followed by a taut 
palate with black fruits, fine tannins balanced with excellent acidity. There is good minerality and depth from the old vines 
together with complexity from the 20 different grape varieties used and the variety of sites and terroirs from which the final 
blend is drawn according to David Guimaraens, head winemaker. It will take time to develop but has all the attributes for 
future greatness. 5-25+ years.

Graham’s DVP02917 6bts £330
A wonderful opulent and heady Graham’s, deeply coloured with great aromatic intensity with eucalyptus hints followed by 
a palate bursting with blueberries, blackberries and cassis. Velvety and long, this is sourced from four properties, north and 
south-facing which gives balance according to Anthony Symington. It also has a high percentage of Touriga Franca, which 
does well in dry years, and was picked three weeks earlier than usual. Very showy and open at the moment but with all the 
components to maintain this level throughout its life. 5-25+ years.
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Dow’s DVP03017 6bts £330
Deeply coloured wine, fresh and floral-elderberries, mint and juniper-on the nose, followed by a palate full of sumptuous 
black fruits, ripe full and powerful, plums and blackberries. It is full, soft and long but with good structure underneath the 
fruit and finishes with the signature Dow touch of dryness giving excellent balance to the richness of the fruit. 5-20+ years.

Niepoort DVP06317 6bts £336
The aromatic character of the vintage is very apparent on the nose with elderberry and liquorice followed by a wonderfully 
silky and intense palate full of blueberry and blackcurrant fruit but with a cool, classy touch too. Big, but ripe, tannins are 
present on the finish which is long and full of fruit. An excellent wine, from the very top drawer. 5-25+ years.

Capela da Quinta do Vesuvio DVP09817  SOLD OUT
The fourth vintage of this wine to be released, sourced from the 90 year old vines of the Capela vineyard backed up with low 
yielding old vine selections from two other parcels. It has a silky, seductive character with cherry, blueberry and blackberry 
fruit together with a ripe tannic structure. Complex and intense with hints of spice on the long and fresh finish. Only 472 
cases (about eight pipes) made. 5-20+ years.

Croft Quinta da Roêda Serikos DVP13817  SOLD OUT
The heart of Croft is Quinta da Roêda, just upstream from Pinhão. Serikos, from the Greek word meaning silky, is a 
selection from the oldest vines at Roêda planted just after the ravages of phylloxera at the end of the nineteenth century and 
this is the first time that it has been bottled. It lives up to its name, with plenty of dense, soft, blueberry fruit together with 
hints of herb and spice, the opulent fruit being well balanced by swish tannins. Another fine example of the excellent quality 
of the oldest vines in this vintage. 5-20+ years.

Graham’s The Stone Terraces DVP09917  SOLD OUT
Only the fourth bottling ever of this wine from the old terraces at Quinta dos Malvedos, the heart of the Graham’s blend. 
Inky black in colour with a ripe nose with intriguing notes of mango and papaya. This a big wine with plenty of tannin but 
also with great concentration of black and blue fruits. It is all balanced by wonderful freshness, due to the fact the terraces 
face north and east. Another wonderful example of old vines from a specific terroir, and one of the very top wines of the 
vintage. 5-25+ years.

Taylor’s Vargellas Vinha Velha DVP07217  SOLD OUT
From the oldest vines at the Quinta and only the 8th time that this has been released as a separate bottling, this has 
incredible depth and concentration of black fruits. It is a big, dense wine with powerful tannins overlaid with blackberry 
and cassis fruit but still retains freshness and balance with underlying minerality. A very impressive wine, unfortunately only 
available in very small quantities. 5-25+ years.

Please note that many of these Ports are available in various sizes.  
Visit the En Primeur pages of our website or ring us for prices and more information.

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT


