
The 2019 En Primeur campaign has been conducted very 
rapidly, more and more ‘on-line’ and of course we couldn’t 
visit in April to taste with the owners in the châteaux as we 
usually do. This list reflects the results of extensive tastings at 
Tanners, as well as ‘Zoom’ discussions with the proprietors 
and winemakers. We think these listed here are some of the 
best wines of the vintage in their bracket.

The weather was very variable: a cold spring, a hot summer 
but a prolonged autumn with just enough rain. The result 
is an excellent vintage marked by many as just behind 2016 

and certainly the equal of 2009, 2010, 2015 and 2018. Its 
hallmark is balance of fruit and freshness yet concentration 
and structure to preserve it. It is a vintage where you can 
drink many wines early and keep others to mature for the 
long term. And ultimately, at the top end of the market, the 
prices have come down by 20-30% making these wines an 
even more attractive proposition.

For an extended list of wines that we still have available 
to buy, but in limited quantities, please visit the Tanners 
website and click through to En Primeur.
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Châteaux Langoa and Léoville Barton, are outstanding performers . . .  

Château Montaiguillon, Montagne-Saint-Emilion  DCR73019  6 x 75cl £48
Big and full wine with plenty of structure plus rich, black fruit flavours and good freshness to give balance. Very attractive – 
every bit as good as the 2016 which is simply superb at the moment so surely it needs to be in your cellar. 2-7 years.

Château Cissac, Haut-Médoc         DCR45019  6 x 75cl  £52.50
The team at Cissac have made a great wine this year. Fresh curranty fruit on the nose, that lovely leafy Cabernet character 
coming through with creamy cassis taking over on the palate. We found it very pure and precise, not as rich as 2018 but with 
lovely balance, very harmonious in texture and structure. It reminded us of 2010 which is drinking superbly at the moment. 
Another excellent Cissac vintage that you can buy with confidence. 3-9 years.
PLEASE NOTE there is a lower price (£96) if you buy in 12 bottle cases.  

Château Puygueraud, Francs-Côtes de Bordeaux       DCR04019  6 x 75cl £54
You always get lashings of lovely black fruit in Puygueraud and this year sees real purity and freshness but a core of fine 
tannin holding it all together and a lovely clean finish. The concentration is impressive and the class of the wine, influenced 
by the team at Pavie-Macquin, is apparent from the first sip. 3-9 years. 

... for Robert Boutflower and Steve Crosland in our tasting sessions at Tanners!
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Château La Prade, Francs-Côtes de Bordeaux       DCR03919  6 x 75cl  £54
The Francs slopes did very well this year. Juicy black fruit with a hint of rich prune and a dash of spice on the nose, lovely 
richness on the palate with texture and some grip behind. A good, honest mouthfilling wine, easy in style that will reward 
drinking in a couple of years time. 2-7 years.

Château du Courlat, Cuvée Jean Baptiste, Lussac-St-Emilion  DCR65419 6 x 75cl  £54
This has more richness and depth than the standard Courlat with good round, soft fruit and just hints of oak and nutmeg. 
Intense and concentrated. We were delighted to get a mixed box of vintages last year which showed what a consistent 
property Courlat has become, and what a great ‘premium’ wine this is. Highly recommended at this price. 3-9 years.

Château La Tour de By, Médoc   DCR45319  6 x 75cl £57
Excellent wine with good freshness, juicy cassis fruit with spicy hints. Good underlying structure and the whole is well 
integrated and balanced. Very attractive blueberry fruit on the finish, this wine stood out in the Tasting Room and is every 
bit as good as we initially hoped. Strongly recommended this year. 3-9 years. 

Château Lanessan, Haut-Médoc       DCR45219  6 x 75cl £60
A very classy wine with juicy black fruits and touches of violet. Fresh and lively with good tannins. Another excellent wine 
from Paz Espejo, a skilful winemaker now working closely with highly acclaimed oenologist Eric Boissenot and Hubert de 
Boüard of Château Angélus. 2-7 years. 

Château Les Hauts Conseillants, Lalande-de-Pomerol DCR65219  6 x 75cl £66
Hints of smoke on the nose mingled with black and red fruits. Distinctly plummy character on the palate with great length 
and the freshness that makes you want to come back for more. Real drinkability on offer here from this Pomerol satellite, a 
region that has done very well this year. 2-5 years. 

Château Mauvesin-Barton, Moulis-en-Médoc   DCR49019  6 x 75cl £67.50
Another great effort from the newest member of the Barton stable – the château itself is the family home of Lilian, Anthony’s 
daughter. Moulis village is set above Saint-Julien away from the river and the wines reflect a cooler, fresher streak in general. 
This year the balance is superb; with soft dark fruit enrobed by fine tannin, it is an easy, uncomplicated wine that will drink 
beautifully in a couple of years but remain ‘on the plateau’ for 10 more. A delightful claret. 3-9+ years. 

Château Teyssier, grand cru Saint-Emilion DCR74519  6 x 75cl £69
Dense wine, a touch reserved at the moment but with plenty of body and cassis fruit. Good tannic structure and very well 
put together. Jonathan Maltus makes quite a modern style that has many fans and he’s kept them very happy in 2019 – 
another strong recommendation from us. 2-7 years.

Château Haut Lariveau, Fronsac  DCR08019  6 x 75cl £72
This is packed full of ripe Merlot fruit with plenty of plummy character, soft and juicy, warm and round. 100% Merlot from 
sixty-year-old vines and certified organic. Super wine from Gregoire Hubeau, rather under the radar in our book. 2-7 years. 

Château Pipeau, grand cru Saint-Emilion  DCR74419 6 x 75cl £72
Good soft fruit on the nose with a big, silky palate full of blackberry and cassis flavours. Round and full with hints of 
crunchy oak and good, ripe tannins. We’re delighted that the price has been ‘reviewed’ in recent years and this well-made 
Saint-Emilion favourite at Tanners is delivering great value once again. 2-7 years. 

Château Lilian Ladouys, Saint-Estèphe DCR34519  6 x 75cl £75
Part of the Pédesclaux stable which has seen massive investment, we really enjoyed the concentration they have managed to 
get in the wine this year: Lilian is fast becoming a leading ‘affordable Saint-Estèphe’ in our book. Red and black fruit on the 
nose with dark fruits on the palate which has a real softness to it. Excellent balance with good tannins and texture. 2-7 years. 

Connétable de Talbot, Saint-Julien  DCR38219  6 x 75cl £102
Much more Merlot makes this ‘second’ ridiculously easy to drink, in fact very approachable now. Harmonious, well-knit 
with smoky notes bringing interest, then round and supple on the palate – lots of fresh, juicy fruit with a soft, friendly finish. 
A lovely drinking claret of great quality for the mid-term, and another excellent price. 3-9 years. 

Château Laroque, grand cru classé Saint-Emilion  DCR77419   6 x 75cl £105
Super rich wine with layers of blackcurrant fruit, soft and velvety but with acidity and tannin in all the right placers. Elegant 
and refreshing too. This property was very successful in 2018 with highly acclaimed winemaker David Suire taking the reins 
and they’ve followed it up with another fantastic wine. 3-9 years.
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Château Cantemerle, 5me cru Haut-Médoc   DCR27119  6 x 75cl £105
A very attractive Cantemerle with a dark inky colour to it, soft fruit, bright and juicy with good blackcurrant/blackberry 
flavours. Velvety and round with good texture mid palate and easy, ripe tannins giving decent backbone. Another success 
for this favourite château of ours, giving you good honest drinking claret with plenty of class about it to age very nicely. 3-9 
years. 

Château Ormes de Pez, Saint Estèphe    DCR34919  6 x 75cl £108
Critical acclaim from Neal Martin (92-94 points) who has tasted it (we haven’t) and commented on the richness of the nose 
combined with the smooth textured, detailed finish, far from the sturdy style of the past. We’ve really enjoyed recent vintages 
and this seems to be a property on a roll; the Cazes family from Lynch-Bages is in control now and the quality is coming 
through. 3-9+ years. 

Château Bonalgue, Pomerol  DCR68519  6 x 75cl £117
Really rich and powerful with lovely juicy fruit, black and spicy with complexity and great balance. This is very complete and 
well-knit from a property on the sandier soils close to Libourne. 3-9 years. 

Château Angludet, Margaux  DCR30019  6 x 75cl £138
Delicious wine. Round and soft with red and blackcurrant fruits offset with hints of violet. Supple and rich but with good 
underlying tannins and freshness to give balance. Lively, vibrant wine. A portion was aged in amphorae which Ben Sichel 
feels has given an extra layer of depth and complexity. 3-9 years. 

Château Batailley, 5me cru Pauillac    DCR28019  6 x 75cl £168
One of our favourite wines of the vintage, this is a classic Pauillac with an aromatic, fruity nose followed by generous cassis 
fruit on the palate with ripe, creamy tannins and plenty of uplift on the finish. Concentrated, polished and complete, the 
team at Batailley modestly consider it to be one of the best wines in Pauillac this year! It is certainly extremely good and a 
firm recommendation at a decent price. 5-15 years. 

Château Langoa Barton, 3me cru Saint-Julien  DCR24119  6 x 75cl £177
Often regarded as the lesser sibling of the historic pair of ‘Bartons’, Langoa makes terrific wine in more generous vintages 
when the slightly firmer structure produced by its terroir is matched by riper more succulent fruit. Such has happened again 
in 2019; the structure suggests this will be a delight for you in years to come, developing that classic, clarety ‘pencil-lead/
tobacco/cedar wood’ flavour. The balance is precise, there’s that characteristic firm line and a text-book finish. It is also very 
fairly priced. 5-15 years. 

Château Talbot, 4me cru Saint-Julien  DCR26319  6 x 75cl £211.50
Cabernet Sauvignon has performed really well in places in 2019, nowhere more so than at Tanners favourite, Talbot. 69% 
Cab in the blend brings super elegance and poise to this cracking St-Julien château which we felt on tasting was very close 
to their superb 2016. Powerful and grainy tannins give a great structure, with juicy, fleshy currant and a hint of spice 
behind. Length is very good, this is going to grow in stature as it matures. Very impressive, and at a cracking price. Big 
recommendation from us. 5-15+ years. 

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste, 5me cru Pauillac  DCR27019    6 x 75cl £270
As good as any Left Bank wine we tasted this year, G-P-L continues to be a delicious wine, beautifully crafted, perfect lines 
almost like a country gent suavely turned out, everything precise and polished, hints of cedar behind cassis fruit, fine tannin 
and drive to the finish. The structure and finesse point to an absolute classic evolving in the future, making it a wine to tuck 
away for special drinking as a mature bottle in 15 to 20 years’ time, if you can wait that long. 5-15+ years.

Château Léoville Barton, 2me cru Saint-Julien  DCR21019   6 x 75cl £324
Simply lovely. Touch of violet on the nose, then blueberry and blackberry on the palate, hint of spice behind, plenty 
of concentration in the mouth with a glorious supple structure. A generous, juicy freshness in the finish, this is a very 
distinguished Léoville that will age magnificently but allow you to get going relatively soon. Another effortlessly reliable wine 
from the Bartons, great credit to them that it is such a benchmark for Saint-Julien quality. 5-15+ years. 

Call us or visit our website to order, 
or read on for our Magnum Cellars and Sauternes Mixed Case.

If you are interested in any claret not listed here, please ring us to discuss.
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CELLAR A - BEST BUY MAGNUMS

Three Magnums, wooden boxed, from each of these 
four properties (12 in all):

£259.50

CELLAR B - CELEBRATION MAGNUMS

Three Magnums, wooden boxed, from each of these 
four properties (12 in all):

£672

En Primeur:  What does it mean?
All the 2019 wines in this offer are offered ‘En Primeur Lying Abroad’. This means that you pay for the wine itself when you place your order 
and the duty (currently £2.23 ex VAT per 75cl bottle for mainland UK delivery) and VAT at the prevailing rates on the whole at the time of 
shipment and any other applicable tariffs. We anticipate shipping these wines in 2022. 

Storage
Wines purchased from Tanners by the case can be stored in bond.

More information - Fine Wine Team
Please ring Robin, Graham or Rachel on 01743 234455 for advice.

3 magnums each of:

l   Château Montaiguillon, Montagne-Saint-Emilion
l   Château du Courlat, Cuvée Jean Baptiste, 
  Lussac-St-Emilion
l   Château Lanessan, Haut-Médoc
l   Château Mauvesin-Barton, Moulis-en-Médoc

3 magnums each of:

l   Château Angludet, Margaux
l   Château Batailley, 5me cru Pauillac
l   Château Langoa-Barton, 3me cru Saint-Julien
l   Château du Domaine de l’Eglise, Pomerol

Sauternes
Another fantastic year for Sauternes and Barsac, we are offering a Mixed Halves Case at £185, featuring two half bottles 
from six different properties: Coutet, Rayne-Vigneau, Lafaurie-Peyraguey, Doisy-Daëne, Haut-Mayne and Liot. 
Unmixed cases of bottles or halves are also available. Please call us to order.

Well worth considering magnums in 2019 . . . . . . and buying ‘en primeur’ will secure them.


