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We visited the Douro in January this time so that we could be sure of stocks from the smaller 2017 vintage and the superb 2018 
whites.

They are offered en primeur with shipment in 2019/20.  This means that you pay for the wine itself when you place your order and 
the duty (currently £2.23 ex VAT per 75cl) and VAT at the prevailing rates on the whole at the time of shipment.  Robin Torrens 
and John Melhuish were on the ‘tour’ and happy to advise, you can also order online.

 

 Douro Red 2017 
 En Primeur Opening Offer 
 JUNE 2019 

First five red wines – offered as 24 and 12 bottle parcels

l   Tanners Douro Red 2017 DPR00517 24bts £84
We tweaked the blend with Jose Maria Soares at Castelo Melhor, with the inspiring Douro snaking its way towards Spain as a 
backdrop. Increasing the proportion of Touriga Nacional a little, along with Tinta Roriz and Touriga Franca, we are rather proud 
of the result. The nose draws you in with black fruits, spice, floral and herbal notes. Mouth-filling cherry, blueberry and crunchy 
currant fruit, nice texture and structure with a fresh finish and a touch of vanilla. This is going to provide delicious drinking over the 
next few years. 0-3 years.
l   Duorum Colheita, Douro Red 2017 DPR05917 12bts £78
Now made entirely from grapes at Castelo Melhor, the various varieties are vinified together and pressed in robotic lagares. The 
robots allow a lighter extraction avoiding any bitterness from the pips but producing good colour. Rich, smooth and fleshy this is a 
terrific Colheita; vanilla and chocolate on the nose with damsons, plums, blueberries and mocha filling the mouth. Balanced tannins, 
intense and delicious. 0-5 years.

The Duorum project created by famed oenologist Jose Maria Soares (in red) with the new Tanners Douro
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l   Pomares, Douro Red, Quinta Nova 2017 DPR06917 12bts £66
We were shown around Nova by Portuguese Wine Maker of the Year Jorge Alves, who explained that “Touriga Franca provides 
freshness”; Touriga Nacional “colour, body and black fruit flavours”; and Tinta Roriz “red fruits and freshness”. Pomares 2017 is a 
deliciously easy velvety style; the fruit is to the fore, a hint of chocolate, vanilla and some mineral on the finish. Excellent value from 
this very pretty quinta. 0-5 years.
l   Quinta do Silval, Dorna Velha Reserva, Douro Red 2017 DPR08517 12bts £66
New to our list and our first visit, Silval has been owned by the Magalhães family since the 19th century. Silval has a great location 
overlooking Quinta do Passadouro in the Vale de Mendiz. João Magalhães talked us through the range; the Reserva has an attractive 
floral nose, lovely balance, blueberry fruit, good depth and length and fine smooth tannins. Touriga Nacional, Tinta Roriz and Tinta 
Barroca make up the blend. 0-5 years.
l   Quinta do Silval, Dorna Velha, Tinta Barocca, Douro Red 2017 DPR08617 12bts £78
Tinta Barocca is grape variety usually buried deep in a field blend, and famed for its use in Port wine production; it is very unusual 
to see it as a single varietal. Paler in colour than many Douros, this is a wine to enjoy young, plums and juicy red fruit abound. It is 
rather like an easy-going, smart Côtes du Rhône, the tannins are easy to cope with too. Lovely finish. 0-3 years.

João Magalhães at Silval, which overlooks Passadouro (centre)
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These Reds  – offered as 6 bottle parcels.

l   Quinta Nova Unoaked, Douro Red 2017 DPR08717 6bts £39
Black fruit aromas on the nose, with blueberries and blackberries filling the mouth; Tinto Cão is in the blend along with the usual 
suspects. This is a smooth, rounded, concentrated wine, nicely balanced, the tannins are ripe and the finish long. Very satisfying. 0-5 
years.
l   Churchill’s Estates, Douro Red 2017 DPR00217 6bts £42
We had the great pleasure of staying at Churchill’s restored Quinta da Gricha. Our sleep was interrupted by a fierce storm, but 
despite this it was a blissful place to visit (they have rooms to rent). Johnny Graham’s ‘House Red’ impressed again, and will please 
its many followers. A lovely fragrant, blueberry fruited beauty, plummy and soft with peppery notes and a long finish. A real charmer 
that is: 40% Touriga Nacional, 30% Tinta Franca and 30% Tinta Roriz. 0-8 years.
l   Manoella, Wine + Soul, Douro Red 2017 DPR06717 6bts £51
Manoella is now under the Wine + Soul umbrella. Jorge Borges and partner Sandra Tavares were, as ever, welcoming and 
enthusiastic. We tasted some extraordinary old white and tawny Ports in the ‘bat cave’, enjoyed seeing the cork trees, the new terraces 
and experiencing the usual hair raising car ride! Back in the flatter environment of Wine + Soul’s smart new office and tasting room 
we sampled the range. The Manoella red is deep in colour, with notes of chocolate and cherry on the nose. The balanced palate has 
blueberry and cherry fruit and is smooth and ripe. Very harmonious it is all pleasure, terrific! 0-5 years.
l   Churchill’s Estates, Touriga Nacional, Douro Red 2017 DPR04317 6bts £51
Only used oak barrels are employed, to best show off the qualities of Touriga Nacional. The nose is floral with hints of wild basil, 
cistus and eucalyptus. Touriga Nacional, although not the most widely planted variety, is the ‘poster boy’ for the valley; it is used 
in almost all Douro blends. Its characteristic elements are in evidence here, black fruit, blueberry and impressive structure. The 
tannins are velvety though and some acidity provides freshness and balance, giving a big fruited, characterful, intense and juicy red. 
Guaranteed to please, lovely. 3-8 years.   
l   Quinta Nova, Terroir Blend, Douro Red 2017 DPR08317 6bts £69
Six months in oak adds a degree of complexity, in Jorge Alves’ words “it reminds us of the vineyard, the plot, and the terraces”. Deep 
ruby in colour, creamy soft and juicy, the fruits are cassis and berries with a touch of spice and good intensity, the finish is very pure 
with fresh acidity. This wine has scored well in Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate in the past. 3-8 years.
l   Churchill’s Estates, Grande Reserva, Douro Red 2017 DPR05017 6bts £114
The Grande Reserva has a distinctive jet black label, suggesting the wine within. Fifty year old vines and a field blend from four 
plots, matured for 12 months in new French oak barrels. This is a Douro red with a great deal of elegance, to quote the oft used 
phrase ‘an iron fist in a velvet glove’. The dark fruits are subtler, the oak integrated and fine, everything in balance, posh stuff! Fine 
wine! 3-10+ years. 

Oranges are not the only fruit, Jorge Alves winemaker at Quinta Nova
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l   Redoma, Niepoort, Douro Red 2017 DPR01517 6bts £138
From old vineyards, Redoma spends 20 months in old barrels. Dirk Niepoort strives to produce elegant, red-fruited wines that are 
of the valley but reminiscent of Burgundy as well. “Fantastic, stressed grapes, picked very early in 2017” winemaker Luís Pedro 
Cândido Da Silva told us. The nose is freshly crushed raspberries with a touch of smoke. Fresh and ripe in the mouth, it is round 
and delicious with more raspberry and cherry, and on the lingering finish, mineral and white pepper. A class act. 0-8 years.
l   Bastardo, Niepoort, Douro Red 2017 DPR08417 6bts £138
Bastardo is the grape! A bright light red colour, with herb and raspberry aromas. On the palate more juicy sweet red fruits and a 
rustic style that is very appealing. This is a fresh and vibrant wine with bags of character and elegance. 0-8 years.
l   Quinta da Gricha, Churchill’s Estates, Douro Red 2017 DPR03517 6bts £186
A field blend from the oldest vines at Quinta da Gricha, after 12 months in French oak it is lightly filtered. Black fruits and mint on 
the nose, but in the mouth a slightly different character, some red fruit combining with the black. This rich, juicy, wine is intensely 
fruity, (blueberry, blackberry and redcurrant), with graphite and mineral on the long finish. The 2017 is reminiscent of a top-end, 
biggish New World Pinot Noir. A great wine from a beautiful location. 3-10+ years.
l   Quinta Vale D Maria, Douro Red 2017 DPR01317 6bts £192
QVDM is made from the ‘field blend’ that owner and winemaker Cristiano Van Zeller favours. This means a mixed planting of 
some 40 different varieties from the oldest plots across the quinta. The wine is then matured for 21 months in new French oak. It 
is one of the most reviewed and highest scoring wines from the Douro and the 2017 excels!  The deep colour and cassis nose leads 
you onto a palate that bursts with blackcurrant, cherries, spice and smooth silky tannins. A big wine with elegance, a big heart and a 
great future. Simply delicious. 5-15+ years. 

Jorge Borges at Manoella and Wine + Soul
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These Reds  – offered as 3 bottle lots.

l   Vinha da Francisca, Quinta Vale D Maria, Douro Red 2017 DPR06817 3bts £117
“In 2004, the year of our daughter Francisca’s 18th birthday, we planted Vinha da Francisca (Francisca’s Vineyard) with several 
different grape varieties, amongst which is Tinta Francisca” explains Cristiano Van Zeller. The wine has a youthful character to it, 
fresh, deep and concentrated. The fruit flavours are intense, starting with cassis and finishing with raspberry; it is a step back from 
Vinha do Rio in terms of power. Superb stuff! 3-10 years.
l   CV, Quinta Vale D Maria, Douro Red 2017 DPR01217 3bts £135
CV represents the journey that Cristiano Van Zeller and Sandra Tavares (then winemaker, now adviser) had made in their 
winemaking lives up to 2003; the first vintage and why it was called CV. Grapes come from old plots near to the river Torto, foot 
trodden, the wine spends 21 months in French oak barrels (75% new). A “fantastic vintage” declared Cristiano as we tasted. Always 
quite stern at this young stage the wine nevertheless revealed layers of complexity, violet aromas, dark purple plum and cherry fruits, 
spice and herby notes. The finish was very long, it is one of Portugal’s most desirable wines and will reward those with patience. 
5-15+ years.
l   Manoella Vinhas Velhas, Wine + Soul, Douro Red 2017 DPR07717 3bts £141
The vines are over 100 years old! Foot-trodden in granite lagares, and matured in new and one-year-old 225L French barriques for 
20 months. The result a great wine for laying down. The colour is deep and the nose has vanilla and chunky black fruit aromas. In 
the mouth harmony prevails in a powerful silky world, big flavours of blackberries and blueberries, fine tannins and just the right 
amount of acidity providing freshness and elegance. Top end Douro, top end wine full stop! 3-15+ years.
l   Batuta, Niepoort, Douro Red 2017 DPR01617 3bts £141
Dirk considers the Souzão grape to be key here, giving the wine “guts and colour”. Grapes are sourced from two old vineyards with 
many vines over 100 years, they are at different altitudes with different soils; all important for complexity. This is a concentrated 
intense Batuta, more black fruit than red this time, but retaining elegance and style. The fruit is plums and blackberry, the tannins 
are firm yet ripe, it is balanced and fresh. Really excellent. 3-15 years.
l   Pintas, Wine + Soul, Douro Red 2017 DPR02917 3bts £150
Superb, an amazingly complex nose, spices and fruits intermingling with vanilla notes. From a single vineyard situated at 300 metres 
with extremely steep slopes; this allows an even ripening in the sun. It is simply stunning, powerful but fresh, deep dark fruits, 
blueberry, Christmas spices and finely grained tannins. Jorge Borges declared it “one of the best”; we actually thought it was the best 
Pintas we have tasted. Fine wine. 5-15+ years.
l   Vinha do Rio, Quinta Vale D Maria, Douro Red 2017 DPR08217 3bts £210
One of the oldest parcels on the estate and close to the river Torto; Rio was previously used in the blend, but from 2009 it has been 
vinified on its own. The floral aromas and spice make it very distinctive. The 2017 is very dense, the colour opaque, rock rose nose, 
big black fruit flavours and big tannins, but the finish is elegant with fresh raspberry and vanilla. A keeper without doubt, and an 
exceptional Douro red. 5-15+ years.

In the barrel cellars at Niepoort Cristano van Zeller’s super range
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Churchill’s Quinta da Gricha, stunning views, rainbows and great lagares

Sleepy Pinhão the heart of the Douro and the station’s famed tiles
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